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Kurt Kitayama
Quick Quotes

Q. How do you think the golf course was today?

KURT KITAYAMA: It's playing tough. | don't think you get
an easy day out here. But the conditions are -- like the
conditions of the course are perfect. It's just really tough.

Q. You've got the afternoon group going out now, but
do you feel good about your score leading right now?

KURT KITAYAMA: Definitely. | think anything under par
out here is really good. You've just got to watch the wind
and see what happens.

Q. Talk about the start, three birdies on very difficult
holes. How did that get you going, and do you have to
reset a little bit after that?

KURT KITAYAMA: | think just getting off to a start like that
helps you relax. It takes a little pressure off going into the
Bear Trap. But | think for me starting off that way kind of
calms me down.

Q. Did you see this coming?

KURT KITAYAMA: Maybe not a start like that, but | felt like
I've been playing well, and I've started to figure out my
putting to kind of find this kind of round.

Q. When you're maybe not getting the results that you
want or envision, where does the motivation come
from?

KURT KITAYAMA: | think when you're struggling, | think
just that self-motivation to keep getting better and finding a
way to figure it out. It's kind of how you've got to keep

going.

Q. | might be wrong, I think it's your first time at
Honda. What was your familiarity with PGA National if
any?

KURT KITAYAMA: | played Q-school in 2015 here and
then two years ago | got an exemption. Had a little bit of
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experience, which is nice, because | think coming in here
for the first time, | think it would be really tough.

Q. You've played in this only once two years ago?
KURT KITAYAMA: Yep.

Q. What is your approach when you're leading after
round 1, and what's your mindset going into round 2?

KURT KITAYAMA: | mean, still early, so just try and keep
the same game plan and stay patient the whole time and
not really think about too much really.

Q. What worked and what was really clicking for you
today?

KURT KITAYAMA: | think everything really. | drove it well,
hit 14 greens. | think that's really important out here. Then
my putter was pretty hot in those birdie stretches.
Everything felt really solid.

Q. Even the guys who have played here a lot,
everyone knows here the wind here is wildly
unpredictable. You can't control it. Is it better not
even thinking about it and taking that
one-shot-at-a-time approach?

KURT KITAYAMA: Yeah, absolutely. You could get a
different wind on 15 and then like 17 can be completely
opposite. Especially with the grandstands it's hard to try
and predict what's going on there. You definitely have to
take it one shot at a time.
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