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6-2, 4-6, 7-6

THE MODERATOR:  Questions, please.

Q.  What was your feeling out there tonight?  How
overall would you say you felt about your play in your
first match in a while?

RAFAEL NADAL:  Well, have been a beautiful night in
terms of energy, in term of the crowd have been amazing. 
Yeah, the support of the city since I arrived here is one of
the most that I ever had in my career, no?  Yeah, super
happy to visit Washington and to play here for the first
time.

The match wasn't easy.  I think I started more or less well
the first set.  Then I played a bad game in the second.  It's
true that when the match was coming, my foot was coming,
too.  I started to suffer a little bit too much.

Then Jack played some great points.  I was not able to
damage him with my shots and I was not able to come
back on the points when he was having the initiative, no? 
Have been tough.

But I finished the match playing better.  That's important.  I
hope to be ready for tomorrow.

Q.  When you're playing someone as aggressive as
Jack, he's taking big cuts on the return, what is going
through your head?  What are you trying to do to break
his rhythm during the match?

RAFAEL NADAL:  I think my serve could be better.  For
moments the percentage have been too low.  Then you
open the door to a player like him.  Of course, as I said
before, no, is not easy to play against Jack, but at the
same time he create damage.  But he has some mistakes,
too, no?

Is important to stay solid.  Is important to let him play from
a difficult positions.  I think is something that I didn't made

that happen for too much time during the match, no?

I was able to do it again at the end.  I was able to do it at
the last part of the first set.  So something that I know will
not be easy after a couple of months coming back from a
tough situation with my foot, a couple of months without
playing.

But here I am.  I fighted.  I am able to play again tomorrow,
so that's a great news.

Q.  This match was over three hours.  You were able to
get through it.  What does that tell you about where
you are in your fitness?

RAFAEL NADAL:  My fitness is fine.  I just need to be a
little bit -- I need to have a little bit of less pain in the foot,
honestly.  That's the true.  But physically I feel more or less
okay.

Of course, you need matches like this to be fitter after a
month without competing.  But that's part of the process,
and I know the process.  I went through all this stuff many
times on my career.  So it's something I am not worried
about.

So is about winning these kind of matches.  That helps you
to be better.  Then, if I'm able to improve with my foot, I
think the rest of the things going to come step by step.

Q.  You have a history playing Jack.  He's been a
top-10 player before.  He's been struggling the past
couple of seasons.  From what you saw from his game
tonight, do you think he's prepared to make the next
steps, return to the top of the game?

RAFAEL NADAL:  I don't know.  Is true that he went
through couple of important injuries.  Something that is
always difficult.  And is true that today, a lot of young guys
there.  It's not easy to fight with all of them.  They are
younger.  They are good.  They are ready to play as many
weeks as they need.

Well, I think I saw him playing better than what he did the
last couple of years, without a doubt.  I'm happy for him.  I
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wish him all the very best.

Q.  Given the pain you are having, how do you in the
next couple days balance how much you might want to
practice and work on your serve, work on other things,
with needing to rest the foot?  Is it clear to you how
much you can do?

RAFAEL NADAL:  I don't know.  I have been resting
enough.  Maybe is not about resting.  But is the moment to
just keep going, no?  Is the moment to not practice much
because I played a three hours' match, so I need to be
ready for tomorrow.  Have a short warmup tomorrow, try to
be ready for the match.  I going to have a tough opponent
in front.

Let's see.  Tomorrow another day, another opportunity to
play in front of this amazing crowd.  I want to enjoy the
experience again.
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