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THE MODERATOR:  Vicky, so much to be proud of this
week.  Can you just share your thoughts on your run
here in Adelaide.

VICTORIA MBOKO:  Yeah, well, I mean, of course today
didn't go my way.  Mirra played such incredible tennis. 
Unfortunately, I didn't really wake up feeling the best
today.  I feel like, looking back at this week, there's so
many positives I can take away.  Especially the draw,
getting to here, playing such great players, top-10
players, Grand Slam champions.  I feel like there's so
much I can learn, and there's so much I can be grateful
for this week.

For the start of the year I think, I mean, even finalist is
not a horrible result.  So I think we can only go up from
here.

THE MODERATOR:  Questions, please.

Q.  Can you take us through what was going through
your body physically today, and when did you notice
that things weren't quite right and that you needed
some medical intervention there?

VICTORIA MBOKO:  Actually, before I went on court I
wasn't feeling the best.  I really tried to push through in
the beginning of the match.  Mirra is pretty tough, has a
lot of endurance, and she was really pushing me to my
limits.

But it happens.  Not every day you're going to feel great. 
I feel like I've also played a lot of long matches this week,
and maybe my body just wasn't really able to keep up
with me for today.  Hopefully I can rest up before the
Australian Open, which is mainly what I want to do well
in, so, yeah.

Q.  Do you feel like, today aside, that this is a rivalry
where you guys are going to play a lot against each
other over the next 10, 15 years plus, have a lot of
great matches?

VICTORIA MBOKO:  Yeah, I mean, she's one of the

youngest, she's a year younger than me.  I feel like we're
both at the very start of our careers.

Mirra has been doing amazing, and seeing her progress
has also been super fun to watch.  She's also one of my
very close friends, so it's also nice to have a friend with
you on tour.  I can definitely see her playing her in the
future so many times.  Hopefully maybe in a Grand Slam
final.  But, yeah, I mean, I always wish her the best, and
vice versa, we always message each other.  So I
definitely can see playing her a lot more in the future.

Q.  Do you feel okay now, and are you worried that
might impact what's coming up for you in
Melbourne?

VICTORIA MBOKO:  Well, I'm just doing as much as I
can for recovery right now, so that I can feel the best I
can for Melbourne.  I can only control the best I can how
I'm doing.  Right now I just want to recover well.  I have a
day off tomorrow, and then I start again on Monday.  So
we'll see.  I just want to try to be as ready as I possibly
can on Monday.

Q.  How frustrating was that feeling for you today,
just throughout the match, not physically being
right?  And, I guess, do you and your team review a
match like this, or do you kind of just put it down to, I
wasn't feeling that great, and now let's move on to
the Australian Open?

VICTORIA MBOKO:  Yeah, it doesn't feel great not being
able to give like your 100 percent, given how you're
feeling that day.  Sometimes your body just doesn't really
allow you to give out, especially when you're playing
such intense matches like this.

But I feel like this happens a lot, and I know I'm not the
only one that has had this experience.  I can just learn
from this.  Looking back at the week, it's been a lot of
positives to take away, and I don't really want to make
this a negative experience.  But, then again, Mirra played
really well, and I don't want to ever take this one away
from her.  So, yeah, it's been a good week.

Q.  There's been a lot going on in Melbourne this
week already with exhibition matches, a lot of hype
for the Australian Open.  What are the benefits of
being out of the limelight and playing in Adelaide for
you this week?
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VICTORIA MBOKO:  I don't really know, to be honest. 
This is my first time playing these kind of tournaments. 
This is my first time playing the Australian Open as well. 
Yeah, you see all those exhibition matches happening,
and it looks a lot of fun, to be honest.  I feel like I'm
missing out a little bit.

But, no, I had to focus on this week anyways.  It's just
another tournament.  I'm flying out later today, so I'll get
to practice on the site for the first time tomorrow, and
having my first match on Monday.  So it's going to be a
new experience for me.

Q.  Similar type of question.  You had the United Cup
last week, and then you had more matches in
Adelaide this week.  Is that the kind of preparation,
are you happy with that preparation?  And would
you, do you think that that's the sort of style of
preparation you'll look to do in future years for the
Australian swing?

VICTORIA MBOKO:  Yeah, I mean, I like how it was, the
format.  I think starting United Cup was a very fun event,
a team event.  And then going into this, which is like a
normal, actual tournament, tournament style of play.

So, yeah, I can't complain with how things went.  I
generally like getting a lot of matches in before a really
important tournament.  I feel pretty content with how
things went.  Going into the Australian Open with a lot of
matches under my belt feels pretty nice, and I guess it
can give me a bit more confidence going into the
tournament.  So, yeah, I like how things went.
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