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THE MODERATOR:  Elina, a great win today, and you're
in great form after your title in Strasbourg.  Just how
excited are you to be back playing Grand Slam tennis?

ELINA SVITOLINA:  Yeah, super excited about the win
and the comeback, of course.  Couldn't be better
prepared for the Grand Slam after winning in Strasbourg.
 Played great tennis.

Yeah, of course today's match was great from my side. 
Played really solid, and got a good, confident win.

THE MODERATOR:  Questions.

Q.  Do you feel like a different player coming back to
when you left a year ago?  Is there anything in
particular maybe that you're doing differently now, or
does it feel like kind of you were never away?

ELINA SVITOLINA:  Well, everything is pretty different. 
First, I have different team right now.  I'm a mom right
now.  So there's few things different, and it feels different
as well.  You know, I'm not a top-10 or top-20 player now.
 I'm outside of 100, so I'm like top 200 now I think after
Strasbourg.

Also, less pressure, I would say, because right now I'm
just gaining, gaining points, and coming back to the level,
coming back to the tour.  So everything is kind of old and
new for me right now (smiling).

Mixture of different feelings, but right now, you know, just
want to enjoy each opportunity at each tournament that I
get.  Just play good tennis.  Try to enjoy out there, and
then, you know, see how it goes.

Q.  Was the plan always to come back?  Was there
ever a moment when you considered not coming
back or you thought that you might not want to?

ELINA SVITOLINA:  It was always in my head the plan to
come back, but I didn't put any pressure on myself,
because obviously with the war going on, with the
pregnancy, you never know how, you know, complicated

it will go.

So I just decided, you know, I'm just gonna let it go and
then see how's it gonna be, how I'm gonna feel after
three months postpregnancy.

In the end, everything went well.  I was very motivated. 
In January I started playing, like not playing but coming
back to fitness, to tennis 2nd of January.

Yeah, everything went well, and I was rested.  I was
motivated and ready to work and make the comeback.

Q.  I wanted to ask you physically how you feel now
as compared to, you know, prepregnancy days and
when you were right at the top of your game, just
physically.

ELINA SVITOLINA:  You mean pre-, like prepregnancy,
you mean?

Q.  Yes.  Compared to now.

ELINA SVITOLINA:  Well, obviously you feel awful when
you're pregnant.  Especially last months.

Q.  No, sorry, I meant...

ELINA SVITOLINA:  You mean before.  Yeah, exactly,
before that.

Actually, I feel great right now.  I feel like I'm in a good
form physically.  I worked hard in the gym and with my
team as well to be -- this was the focus for me, to be
physically really fit.

I feel like I'm as strong as I was before, maybe even
stronger, because I feel that I can handle the work that I
do off the court, and match by match I'm getting better. 
Also mentally, because mental can influence your
physicality, as well.

You know, these parts, I tried to find the balance, and I
feel like, you know, I'm seeing a little bit again differently
as well after the break.  You know, everything is getting
there, you know, like the puzzles are getting slowly into
place.

You know, we can see the result, that I'm playing well,
and the most importantly I'm happy with the level that I
show right now.  That's what I want to build on this.
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Q.  You have a very busy life right now.  You have
your family commitments.  We know about the war in
Ukraine, which is affecting you and everyone you
know.  And you're also a professional sportsperson
as well.  Can you chat to us about why you decided
to come back right now.  Is it for yourself, or is it for
a wider and a bigger picture?

ELINA SVITOLINA:  Well, there is a few points that
motivated me to come back.  I already knew when I was
pregnant that I would come back, because I want to do it
for myself.  I have some goals that I want to complete
before I retired completely.

Of course, you know, for my country, as well, to bring
these little moments like, for example, winning
Strasbourg, starting well here, as well.  You know, these
kind of moments, these little wins, you know, on the level,
you know, which is very low, but, you know, these
moments bring joy to people of Ukraine, to the kids as
well, the kids who loved to play tennis before the war and
now maybe they don't have the opportunity.  But these
moments that, you know, that can motivate them to look
on the bright side and, you know, see these good
moments and enjoy themself as much as they can in this
horrible situation.

Q.  After obviously playing so many big matches in
your career and winning big titles, what was it like to
go play in ITF events in what almost seems like
starting again?  What was that like?  Also, do you
feel like a more attacking player now?  As you said,
you're playing with less pressure, I guess.

ELINA SVITOLINA:  It was good.  I don't see any
problem with going to play ITF tournaments, because my
ranking was zero at that time, so why not to go and play
like some smaller events.  You need to go through this
kind of experience, because when you have no ranking,
you have to play them.

When I started, when I was 16 years old, I played these
kind of tournaments.  I won 10,000, 15, 70,000.  These
tournaments are there to pick up your level, you know, to
see where are you with your level at the moment.

Yeah, in the way, they helped me to feel my level and
improve, and the practice as well.

Q.  Could you maybe tell something about your
coach, Raemon Sluiter.  I'm from The Netherlands,
Dutch TV.  I'm really interested.  Could you tell
something about why you approached him and what
are your experience so far with him.

ELINA SVITOLINA:  Yeah, I'm really happy with the way
that we click together.

Also, we had this opportunity to work like three months,
or it was three-and-a-half months together without the
tournaments.  Because normally when you are on the
tour and you switch coach, you don't have this time to
adjust.  You are pretty much practicing couple of weeks
or offseason it's one month, and then you're straight into
the fire, I would say, of the tournaments and straightaway
into Australia Grand Slam.

So, you know, you don't really have this time to really
adjust yourself, to learn more about each other.

We had this time after, you know, I gave birth, I slowly
started to recover, and contacted Raemon.  I knew him
from before from Kiki Bertens, and they did amazing job
together and worked together for a long time.  So we
crossed like practice a couple of times with Kiki and start
to know Raemon a little bit more.

I just wanted to give it a shot.  And everything went well
at the beginning, and we had time, as I mentioned, to
adjust to each other, and, you know, calmly speak and
see what I have to improve, what I have to do to come
back to the decent level.

Q.  You have come back to the tour at a time when
the war has changed everything, including tennis. 
What is your assessment of what you have found on
this tour, of the experience of the Ukrainian women? 
I would imagine you have read about everything that
happened yesterday between Marta and Aryna.  Do
you feel an obligation to behave a certain way, to say
certain things, to behave a certain way towards other
players?  What is that experience like for you?  What
do you expect it to be like?  What do you want it to
be like?

ELINA SVITOLINA:  Well, what I found, that a lot of, I
don't know in a nicer way to say, but a lot of rubbish is
happening around the situation where we have to focus
on what the main point of what is going on, of a lot of
people, Ukrainian people, need help and need support. 
We are focusing on so many, you know, things like
empty words, empty things that are not helping the
situation, not helping anything.

So right now my focus, and I want to invite everyone to
focus on helping Ukrainians.  That's the main point of
this, you know, to help kids, to help women who lost their
husbands because they are at the war and they are
fighting for Ukraine.  We are missing the main point that
people now at this time, they need help as never before. 
The kids, you know, they're losing their parents, they're
losing parts of their body.

You know, there is so many things that we can do and
help in different ways.  You can donate couple of dollars
might help and save live.  Or donate your time to
something to help people.  You know, we are missing the
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main point of all of that and talking, talking, talking about
nothing.  Well, here, empty, completely empty words. 
Not helping.

Q.  You said you're donating your winnings from
Strasbourg to help Ukrainian children.  I'm
wondering if you can say specifically what projects
they are, and are you donating winnings from Roland
Garros?

ELINA SVITOLINA:  After Strasbourg, yes, I'm donating
this money to the kids of Ukraine.  We will see what
exact way it's gonna go.

Like, for example, we had a fund-raising event in States
that was joined together with Lesia Tsurenko.  We
donated that money to the school that was in Kharkiv that
was damaged completely, for the school for the kids who
has disabilities, so to restore that school.

And this prize money I will see what are the possibilities
and what are the needs of the cities.  Like, for example,
in Odessa, my hometown, or in Kharkiv, or maybe in
Kyiv, so we will see what are the needs, like urgent
needs, and then I'll donate this money there.

Also, with my foundation, we are doing some health
programs, mental health programs for the kids.  So partly
maybe will go also to this.

So there is, you know, there is paths that we might take
but we will see what are the urgent needs right now.

Q.  Do you think that you have changed personally
since becoming a wife and a mother and all that's
gone on in the last year?  If so, how have you
changed?  Has also been the experiences of meeting
high-profile politicians and things like that, and
you're using your voice, if you could maybe address
that and explain how things may have changed in
yourself.

ELINA SVITOLINA:  Yeah, firstly, I changed.  I think war
changed me in so many ways.  I think I treasure more my
family, my time with my family, my time just on a daily
basis.

You know, I really try to understand that how lucky I am
to be where I am and to have a voice, as well.  Also to,
you know, to play on such a big events, to have
opportunity to play such big events, to motivate young
kids of Ukraine, to have this opportunity.

So in so many ways, I'm just grateful that my life turned
like that, so that's why right now I just want to give this
little part to the people who need it the most right now.

So, yeah, just want to do something in return.
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