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lowa - 75, Maryland - 64

THE MODERATOR: We're joined by head coach Ben
McCollum, Cooper Koch, and Bennett Stirtz from lowa.

BEN McCOLLUM: First off, obviously excellent season by
Maryland. They gave us fits this game, and obviously the
second time we played them they beat us. Coach Williams
does a good job. He's going to get that thing going pretty
good.

| thought our kids after the first 10, 12 minutes kind of
settled in. | don't know what it was, if it was just the jitters
or not used to the environment. The concentration was
pretty low to start, and | think that probably had something
to do with the environment maybe, not because it was a
big time -- it is a big time place, but more just the
conference tournament type of deal.

Then we regrouped, settled in, and executed our scout,
which was really good.

Q. To the players, the 21-0 run you had in the second
half, you had assists -- 9 assists on 9 field goals. What
got the offense kind of going, and how were you able
to move the ball so well in the second half?

BENNETT STIRTZ: | thought we were playing with fear in
the first half and we were trying to win in the second. |
thought we were making good reads. The defense was
collapsing when me and Kael went in there, and our bigs
were making good pocket reads, and then Coop was
knocking down 3s.

As a collective group, | think we were flowing pretty good.
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COOPER KOCH: We were also able to get stops, so they
couldn't set up their 1-2-2. We were able to flow in the
offense and getting side to side and then getting downhill
to kick out to shooters.

Q. Ben, you already mentioned how the first 12
minutes, it was 12:20 specifically that you guys really
struggled, and it seemed really similar to the first time
you guys played Maryland, then you guys turned it
around. What do you feel like was the difference in
this game versus the last time you played Maryland
when you weren't able to turn that corner?

BEN McCOLLUM: 1 think our collective grit. | do think we
kind of hung in there defensively a little bit and we
executed. | thought that we played with more intent from
just the defensive side of the ball, just our rotations, our
help, and kind of dialed into that. Offensively eventually we
got it going.

For us it's really -- the hardest part for us is sometimes we
probably don't talk to each other enough on the floor from
an offensive perspective. Then what happens is | may tell
Coop something or Bennett something or somebody
something, and the whole team doesn't quite know. We're
off the same page. Then all of a sudden we're starting the
play at 18 seconds.

That's just part of our growth, part of our season, part of
the story. Again, | was really proud of them that once they
dialed in and kind of fought through some of the
frustrations and kept going.

Q. Cooper, it seemed like during the season there was
a stretch where you just seemed to struggle from 3
and then started to turn it around here late in the
season. What kind of changed from that point till now
to where you're building that kind of confidence?

COOPER KOCH: Nothing really changed. | just kept
doing the same stuff in the gym -- keep working on my
shot, keep instilling confidence in myself. That's what my
teammates and coaches do. They're not going to knock
me for any shot | take.
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The teammates just found me in open spots today, and |
knocked them down.

Q. Bennett, you've had some circus shots that have
gone in this year, and you had another one in the
second half there. Can you just take us through that

play.

BENNETT STIRTZ: Yeah, there was three seconds on the
shot clock, and of course that was the first 3 | had to make
all game long. It was probably the hardest 3. | had some
easy looks that didn't go in. They felt good.

But yeah, | guess you could say that got me going. |
thought it was a foul, but you can't control what the refs do.
Onto the next.

Q. For either player, you guys had six turnovers in the
first 13 or so minutes and then just five the rest of the
game. Did you guys feel the jitters, like Coach
mentioned in his opening statement, or just get in a
rhythm thing?

COOPER KOCH: | think we kind of just came out flat.
They had a game under their belt, so they were kind of
tuned up ready to go. We came out not ready. After the
first 10 or so minutes, we figured it out and got back into it.

Q. Bennett, I'll ask you, after the 12:20 mark in the first
half, like | said before, you guys shot 32 of 47 the rest
of the way. That's 15 minutes to 32 makes, and it
seems like your guys' offense the last few months
specifically has been taking a trend up. What do you
feel has been the change in the offense of last month
leading up to this game, where when you guys were
really struggling, you found a way to turn the corner
and really go on smooth sailing?

BENNETT STIRTZ: I think it's a credit to our coaching
staff. They see what the defense is doing in the first
couple minutes, and then they tell us at halftime or in the
media timeouts what to do and what's there. Just like
looking at things on the iPad and stuff like that, seeing
what's open, | think really helps.

Q. For both of you guys, you get Ohio State tomorrow,
but how important is it to have this game under your
belt before you get the Buckeyes tomorrow?

BENNETT STIRTZ: I think it's important, but it doesn't
really matter at the same time. We got down 14-2 at our
place, and that can't happen again, especially in the
conference tournament. So we've got to be ready to go.
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Q. Ben, I'll ask you the same question | asked the
players. Nine assists on nine field goals in that 21-0
run. What did you like about the way the offense was
flowing at that point?

BEN McCOLLUM: We passed the ball. That was nice.
That's a start. We got stuck, and we didn't see we were
just trying to score on the first action. In the second half, |
thought we were going to do a better job in basketball.
With the actions, we did a better job of executing. We'll get
in the pockets a little bit and knock down shots.

Q. First half | know you guys struggled offensively for
a while. How did you evaluate the defense? It seemed
like there were a lot of 3-point shooters open. | know
you struggled to stay in front of Mills, and Coit's a
handful. You were better staying in front of the ball
today. Did that start with Combs? How would you
evaluate the first half defensively?

BEN McCOLLUM: The first half, | thought our offense was
poor, and that kind of hurt our defense. | thought the
defense kind of held us in there for a while. | thought our
rotations were better. | thought we didn't foul so much at
the rim. We were much better at showing our hands,
which was nice. We had a few that were just like, oh,
gosh.

Other than that, | thought we did a good job of taking the
two shooters away. We gave Number 12 two clean looks
that we really didn't want to give him. Other than that, |
thought we did a pretty good job.

Q. I guess with Cooper Koch set another career high
in points. How important is that for your entire team to
be able to have someone like him step up, especially
here in March?

BEN McCOLLUM: It really spaces the floor for us. | know
whatever people would always ask about are you worried
about him not taking shots for a stretch? No, I'm not. He'll
make them. Just keep taking good shots. He'll make
them. We've seen him shoot, and you've seen kind of the
result of that.

It just takes time to acclimate yourself to the system, and
we're getting him there.

Q. You called that early timeout, 18 or 21 to 10. What
was the message in that huddle?

BEN McCOLLUM: Man, just our concentration level wasn't
there. Just | don't know, it seems unique, | love 'em.
Sometimes | don't have a lot of hair, but they're making me
lose the rest of it.
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Because we have a great game plan, and then you come
out and it's just like, whoa, what are we doing here?

Eventually they just kind of dial it in, and they figure it out.
They did a great job of executing after that. Yeah, just do
what we told you to do was pretty much the message.

Q. Tavion Banks, nobody's really talking about him.
He didn't have a loud performance, but he had a plus
23 plus-minus. That was the game high. How did you
see him affect this game today to have against the best
plus-minus?

BEN McCOLLUM: Yeah, he played great. He defended.
He defended angles. Did a much better job out there. He
kept balls alive. He gets big defensive rebounds when the
ball is bouncing around. His energy and enthusiasm for
competing and winning is second to none, and | thought he
was excellent tonight.

Q. | know this sounds like we're beating a dead horse
here, but is Alvaro like the key here moving through to
postseason offensively to kind of -- almost like that
missing piece? If he gets going, mix that with Bennett
and with Tavion, he hasn't made a 3 since February
22nd, | believe he's 0 for 10 his last three games. Is he
the key here? Obviously you haven't given him less
time. You're still putting your faith in him. I'm
assuming you think he's going to break out?

BEN McCOLLUM: He unlocks a lot of things for us. He's a
really good passer. He can shoot. He can drive. He's got
good length defensively. We just need him to do that. |
think that's the biggest thing.

He's gotten better. He's getting more consistent as time
goes on. Yeah, he unlocks a lot of different things for us
that we need unlocked.
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