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THE MODERATOR:  We are now joined by Purdue head
coach Matt Painter along with student-athletes Braden
Smith and Oscar Cluff.

MATT PAINTER:  Obviously playing four games in four
days is something we haven't done before.  We've been
aligned to do it before but not getting to this point.

I thought our guys had a great effort and concentration
because that's hard.  It's hard to get back up and play
another game and do it four consecutive days.  I thought
we put ourselves in a good position.  They scored, I think,
like four to six points to finish the half while we were trying
to juggle lineups with foul trouble.  Really wanted to have
an advantage there.

Kind of how you finish the first half and start the second
half is such an important piece of the game.  We did a
good job starting the second half, a little bit of a roll of the
dice with Oscar having three fouls and starting right there. 
He gets a quick foul there, it can change some things for
our team.  So you do that and he doesn't foul, you're a
genius.  You do that and he does foul, you're a dumb ass. 
So there's just nothing in between right there.  That's kind
of a hard call at that time.

He had some discipline and did a really good job for us. 
Then we just kind of tried to rotate that.  We thought Jack
Benter really spread the defense out for us.  Oscar's ability
to rebound.  When we got a couple lineups there and we
were able to get to some action where TK was one-on-one
with his floater and his drives, I thought that gave us a lot
of confidence.

Braden did a good job of manipulating the defense.  We
set good screens.  We had good spacing.  And I thought
that gave us a lot of confidence in that stretch right there. 
Then we just kept the lead and kept building on the lead.

We're not here and celebrating this tournament
championship if we didn't play better defense the last four
days.  We had some moments in the regular season where
really good people beat us and like we played great
offensively.  We just had to be better on the defensive end.
 I thought in this tournament we were much better on the
defensive end.  That's something that hopefully can help us
in the NCAA Tournament.

Q.  Oscar, how did you manage to play those last 5:31
with four fouls?  You're not somebody who's out on
the perimeter the whole time.  You're banging around
in the paint.

OSCAR CLUFF:  It was just like staying focused, making
sure I got my hands out of there and wasn't doing anything
stupid or silly that you could pick up a random foul.  Just
trying to stay as disciplined as I could for the last five
minutes while playing physical.

Q.  Braden, you're now one assist away from Bobby
Hurley's record.  What does that mark mean to you,
and what does it mean to kind of be alongside
somebody like him?

BRADEN SMITH:  It's awesome.  Obviously it would have
been a little bit better to get it today, but at the end of the
day, we won, and that's important to me.  Obviously it goes
a long way when you have a lot of good people that
surround myself.

I thank all my teammates obviously throughout my four
years who have helped me achieve that.  It goes to them
just as much as it goes to me.

Q.  Braden, what is it about you and Trey that work so
well on that pick-and-roll that you guys use so often at
the beginning of the second half?
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BRADEN SMITH:  I think it started going in our junior year,
that summer, maybe actually the summer before.  We
started working on it, and we just clicked.  Obviously he
trusts me to get it to him, and I trust him to catch it and
then obviously go make a play or make passes or score
out of it.

Obviously when you have a play, not necessarily a play but
a short roll like that that we're able to get some mileage out
of, it helps.

Q.  Braden, you started 0-for-3 today.  You've been
struggling a little bit with your jumper.  Then you make
6 of your last 9 shots in this game.  Was there anything
in particular that started going well for you, or just kind
of water finding its level?

BRADEN SMITH:  I think, when I ripped my jersey and
switched to 41, that helped.  Maybe wear 41 the next
game.  Maybe that will help a little bit.  Been in the gym
fixing it and trying to figure it out.  Obviously shots don't fall,
and I've got to figure out other ways to help these guys win.
 If shots aren't falling, we still got to win.

If I can't make a shot, my job is to get out there, play
defense, hustle, and help guys out and get them in a
successful position.

Q.  Braden, can you tell us more about the
circumstances that led to your jersey getting ripped
and then switching to No. 41?  How did it rip and take
us through the sequence of changing jerseys.

BRADEN SMITH:  I ripped it fully with both hands like
Superman style.  I was really frustrated.  A lot of misses
these past four games, and I was really frustrated because
I put a lot of time and work in.  When you don't see the
result, it gets to you.

I figured I'd take it out on the jersey rather than take it out
loud or to somebody else.  That's kind of just what
happens.  Just frustration.

Q.  For either of you guys, how does it feel coming in
as the 7 seed and taking down the 1 seed?

BRADEN SMITH:  Obviously for us, there's no surprise. 
We've been in positions where we've been Number 1 in
this tournament and we've won it before and we've lost.  I
think for us it doesn't matter what number is in front of our
name.  We know what we're capable of because we have a
lot of good pieces on our team.

Obviously you have an older core who has been in a lot of
different games.  Obviously like having an OC and Omer

and those guys come in and help us, I think it doesn't really
matter to us because we're still going to go out there and
compete and win basketball games.

Q.  Can you talk about how nice it is to have four, five
people that really are playing right at the right part of
the season really great basketball and making it really
hard for you guys to be scouted?

MATT PAINTER:  I think more than anything just being
efficient on the offensive end and then doing our job
defensively.  Like when you play one of the best teams in
the country and you only have two turnovers, that's a big
statement.  They're one of the best offensive teams in the
country, but they're also one of the best defensive teams. 
That's what obviously the collection kind of amounts to.

So that's pretty impressive, especially from Braden's
standpoint, to play that game and not turn the ball over,
have 11 assists, and to keep putting the ball in positions to
score.  That's something I talk about a lot.  People just
think, hey, you're scoring or you're making or missing, but
the ball has to get in position to score and then we've got to
make a decision.

So when we get to that pocket pass, since you guys asked
that question, now Trey Kaufman-Renn has to make that
decision.  There's not a lot of 6'9", 230 pounds guys that
can make floaters from 12 feet.  A lot of times guys will
hold or cat and mouse that from the corner.  Now he's got
that drive, and he's physical enough to get to somebody
and score, he can make that shot.

Just really impressive, but our defense has improved.  It's
not something where we have to be able to have presence
on the ball and guard the basketball.  It's like when we
started in the first half, like the success they were having is
when they broke us down and got into the paint.  When
they didn't do that, we had a lot more success.

So just impressed with our guys' improvement and just the
discipline to be better defensively and believe in
themselves and keep pushing because we really haven't
shot in this tournament.  We've played better.  We've
played stronger.  We've been more physical.  We've done
really good things.  We just haven't been lights out
shooting from 3.  I think it's something we can improve on
and really help us in the NCAA Tournament.

Q.  How close is this team over these last four days to
what you thought you guys had at the beginning of the
year?

MATT PAINTER:  It's a great sign.  There's a lot of teams --
and we've been one of those teams before that have just
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played great and then all of a sudden get into tourney time
and not play as well.  It's a little bit of a mix, like you've got
to keep working towards getting better.

So the fact that we've been able to put four games in four
days, that's tough to do, especially when you go up against
the talent and the size and the athleticism that Michigan
has.

Four different games, I don't think we were at our best
against UCLA.  I thought we had some fatigue there, but I
also thought UCLA was really, really tough.  After playing
Northwestern and playing Nebraska and then playing that
game, to be able to respond like we did against those
gladiators, that's impressive.  My hat's off to our guys for
being able to execute but also be physical and box out. 
Even though we didn't win the rebound war, when you only
turn it over two times, you steal some possessions in that
category.

Q.  It's pretty well established that Michigan has one of
the best, most physical front lines in the country.  Trey
and Oscar combined for 41 points and 60% shooting. 
How did they get that done?  How easy was it to match
Michigan's physicality?

MATT PAINTER:  Some of it is decision making on our
guards.  Getting into them.  I thought late Fletch had a
couple of really nice plays on OC when he subbed back in. 
I thought that was a key stretch for us, just because Oscar
was out and had fouls, but he was pretty fresh at that time
to kind of have that energy.

Getting to their bodies was important.  If you just let them,
if you just go at them and try to shoot over them and
there's no physicality with it, you're going to have blocks. 
You're just going to have it.

At our place, I just didn't think we were the more physical
team; I thought Michigan was.  Today I thought, especially
on the interior, our guys were getting to their bodies.  Trey
did a good job of getting to their bodies, then going up and
shooting the basketball.  When you do that, now it freezes
them on their feet.  When you don't do that, now they're
light on their feet.  I thought that was key for OC.

Then you've got to use shot fakes, and you've got to use
your up and under.  TK had a really nice one.  OC had one
where he got fouled.  You've just got to keep them off
balance with shot fakes, step-throughs, and being physical.

Q.  When you talk about being difficult to scout, also
winning four games in four days, how much of that
goes into having guys that have played with each
other for three, four years like Braden, that have been

in this program, been with you for four, three years.

MATT PAINTER:  And it's something for us where we've
had individual players be physical, but collectively, I don't
think you would label us across the board a physical team,
and that's what we have to have.  We have to have guards
that are stopping the basketball, using their chest, or you'll
see they'll just go right through you.  They're very, very
difficult to stop.

You've got to move the feet and square the basketball and
use your chest right there.

We switched some things, and we don't have the best
matchups.  You saw some times where we were getting
posted and they didn't have all their skill in the game and
we were able to play off of them.  Now when they put that
skill in the game, now we can't play off of them as much,
but now maybe they don't have another big in there to
rebound.

It's like you just don't know how it helps you, but when we
get cross-matched because we switch things in our action,
sometimes it's very difficult to rebound.  Very difficult to
rebound.  So you've got to have other people fly in there
and be able to get the basketball.  I thought we did a good
job of that.  Even though we got outrebounded, I thought
we did a good job of that collectively.

Q.  In an era where guys are one-and-done or they go
into the transfer portal, Braden's kind of an anomaly
there.  Given that, is there any extra gratification when
you see a player like him on the verge of a record like
the one that he's about to match or break with Bobby?

MATT PAINTER:  Yeah, I think it is.  I think kudos to him. 
Like he was able to stay and keep growing and keep
getting better.  Now he's chasing history from an individual
standpoint.  It's also something that we share with him
because these are passes that other people have to make
shots.

I said it yesterday, maybe two days ago, things run
together, with Ed Cota at North Carolina and Chris
Corchiani at NC State and Bobby Hurley at Duke, one of
you guys need to write a story about all the people that
have the most field goals.  Because I know the guys -- Trey
Kaufman-Renn, Zach Edey, Fletcher Loyer -- the guys that
had the most field goals for them, I'm pretty sure you're
going to have really, really good names there that they had
to pass.

You can't get award, you can't get the record, I should say,
if people can't make baskets.  Just because you're a good
passer, you pass to a bunch of bozos that can't shoot,

165200-1-1253 2026-03-15 22:56:00 GMT Page 3 of 6



you're not getting that award.  It's not happening.

It's an individual thing because he walked in the door being
able to pass, and P.J. Thompson's done a fabulous job
with him in terms of knowing how to play, pace, but he
walked in that way.  He was a great passer, and he's just
gotten better each year.  So we're happy for him.

Q.  You sort of talked a little about this, but that
pick-and-roll with Braden and Trey, what is it about
that that works so well with those two particular
players?

MATT PAINTER:  It just depends who's guarding them and
what they're giving up and what they're doing.  If they're
going to switch something or blitz ball screens and get
aggressive or come with a high hedge, or they are going to
play in a drop, we're trying to figure out what they're doing
and then take advantage of what they're doing. 
Sometimes that's difficult, right?

When people do the same thing, they're better at it
because that's what they do, but it's also a hair predictable.
 So like now the people that mix things up, they're not
always good at anything, but the change sometimes can
bother people.

So like you live sometimes in that gray area right there,
and P.J. always talks about it.  Just read the floor, read the
defense, take what they give you, keep it simple.  Then like
when he does those things, sometimes involved in that is
him shooting the basketball.  Sometimes he has
predetermined thoughts, and that's where he gets in
trouble.  He has great instincts, and sometimes he goes
away from that and says, well, this has happened.  This is
going to happen again.  Then when it doesn't happen
again, he already has the predetermined thought.  When
he plays off his instincts and just takes what they're giving
him, that's when he's at his best.

Now, TK is really good at opening up the pocket pass. 
He's really detailed in what he does, and he opens up
things right there.  Now when people take that away, it
gives Braden a little bit of an advantage to go.  Now when
they don't do that, now he's going to get the ball to him,
and now they've got a decision to make.

It comes off a little bit better than it actually is because TK
is so good at making that little shovel pass.  We just want
him to shoot it around 10 to 12 feet, not 15 to 17 feet.  He's
had a couple of those this year.

Now when you do that, like we played Northwestern where
he kept passing it.  That's how C.J. Cox got a lot of those
shots in that game.  Now when people stay at home, now

they play one-on-one.  Well, you've got to have the
physical specimens to play one-on-one, and obviously
Michigan does and now they do.  TK, he was great when
they were back getting to his floater, and then he was great
getting to them and driving at them and getting into their
body and scoring that ball.

Q.  What was your thought process in bringing Oscar
back after he picked up the fourth foul?  Especially
because in the first half he picked up that third after
getting the second.

MATT PAINTER:  Like I said earlier, those are dicey
because he goes and gets one right there.  Now you're
going down -- Jack Benter has four too and Trey has three.
 Now you're in a tough spot.

When you get up like that, you can't hold on.  You've got to
keep playing.  You've got to keep putting pressure on
them.  So we're going to roll the dice.

Foul trouble is when someone has five, but if they get
those right there, you feel like a fool.  There's just no in
between there as a coach when you make those decisions.

He's had games where we've told him, absolutely don't
foul, and he's fouled.  But I'd rather do it that way than hold
on because sometimes you get where play continues and
there's no whistles.  Then all of a sudden, you're at 5:30
and then the next whistle -- and it's rare, but it happens. 
I've had it happen to me.  Now the next whistle is at 2:50. 
You're like, man, I didn't know that.  But if you put him in,
now you got a better chance.  You got a better chance.

But the foul issue, we were going to double with Mara no
matter what.  There at the end we didn't double a couple
times with him, and you see when you don't double him, he
scores.  He's a terrific player.

Q.  Matt, you're a student of the game.  You've been
around this league.  You're Big Ten champions.  What
does this mean to you, this one specifically, and your
three seniors that have been in your program so long?

MATT PAINTER:  More than anything, we didn't have the
regular season, Big Ten regular season that we wanted. 
Michigan is the Big Ten champs, by the way.  We're the
tournament champs, right?  What you do in 20 games and
go 19-1 and go 10-0 on the road, you got to give respect. 
That's big time.  That rarely is going to happen.  That is
rarely going to happen.

So being able to win four games doesn't mirror winning 19
games out of 20.  Even though it's impressive.  Our guys
are doing great.  We're playing well at the right time.  It
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helped us get a 2 seed in the NCAA Tournament, there's a
lot of great things.

But you can't take that away.  One of the hared things to do
is to win the regular season tournament.  We've had the
Number 1 attendance in the country as a conference since
1976.  It speaks volumes.  We go into real values and
packed houses, and it's difficult.  Give Michigan their just
due with that.

To our guys, I think, when we played Texas Tech earlier in
the year, we played really well.  When we played Iowa
State earlier in the year, we didn't.  When we played about
four teams at home, go back and look, we scored 48 points
against Michigan in the second half.  Go look at how we
played against Michigan State, Illinois.  There's someone
else in there that beat us.  We played really well
offensively, but defensively we weren't good enough.

So our guys being able to make that jump and be better
defensively but also give us the confidence to be able to
beat -- you know, Nebraska had a helluva season.  We had
a great game against Nebraska.  Michigan is a 1 seed, and
they've earned that 1 seed.  Then we had a great game
today.  So just building that confidence for those guys and
feeling good about that.

Because that's what you want as a coach.  You want to do
everything in your power to help them, but they need that
reassurance to build that confidence to keep going that
they are a really, really good team, and they can beat
anybody.  You've got to be able to do it.  We didn't do it in
the regular season, in my opinion, like we're capable. 
When you're the head coach, you're responsible for that. 
You've got to get it figured out.

You never have enough taking care of the basketball and
rebounding.  We just turned it over two times.  You don't go
in the next game, and say we're good in this area.  It just
doesn't work that way.  That's the game of basketball.  It
will humble you.  So we've got to keep focusing on our job. 
I thought today in this tournament we did a really good job
of focusing on our job.

Q.  Just incredible consistency with your program the
last decade plus, 11 straight NCAA Tournaments, nine
straight years as a top 4 seed.  Can you talk about a
little about that and the success you've had over the
past decade.

MATT PAINTER:  I'm yet to meet a good coach with bad
players.  You have to get good players.  We've been able
to get good size through the years.  We've been able to get
skill.  Now like in the last four years, we've had the best
point guard in the country.  We've had the best big man in

the country, the best player in the country for two years. 
We have the best 3-point shooter in the history of Purdue
basketball.  We had the best rebounder in Zach Edey.  I
can keep going.  Jaden Ivey is a lottery pick, Trevion
Williams.

We've had really good players.  To me, you've got to be
able to develop guys and help guys, but you've got to be
able to evaluate the people that are sliding through the
cracks, that people are ranking places that's they shouldn't
be ranked.  Jaden Ivey was like 90 or 105.  He is just too
talented.  To me, I was so excited when we got him.

That's what it's about.  It's about getting good players that
are good guys and bringing them together and keep
working and staying with it.  But proud of our staff for the
work, but also proud of how we've gotten it done. 
Education is still a part of it at Purdue.

Those guys are all getting their degrees.  It doesn't mean
we haven't had a handful of guys in 21 years not get their
degrees, but 95 percent of our guys have graduated. 
That's a big piece, man.  I hate when people diminish that
because education has helped a lot of people.  It doesn't
mean you have to play basketball.  It's helped a lot of
people.

It doesn't mean you're going to be successful too because
we know a bunch of fools that have gotten college
degrees, and I know people that have been brilliant in what
they've done and didn't go to college.  But if you play it by
the numbers, man.  You got a scholarship to play college
basketball at a Big Ten university, you've got an advantage
over a lot of people.  It doesn't mean you're better than
anybody, but you've got an advantage.

Use that.  Don't let basketball use you up.  Have balance in
your life and understand the big picture.  Those are the
things we really try to sell.

I'm cool with it.  I'm cool with guys making money.  I'm
good.  Make money, make good basketball decisions, and
get your education.  Do it all, man.  Pimp the system.  Get
it all.  Those guys are just chasing money and they're just
doing that, they're going to have a couple all-conference
plaques, they're not going to invest their money.  They're
not going to have a degree.  That's our job, man.  When
you're a coach, that's your job.

You've got to go out and sell it so they know, now you're
not having a basketball career and you've got a little extra
money, now you can take the opportunity to have a great
life.  That's the mission at Purdue.
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