PATRIOTS QUARTERBACK

BAILEY ZAPPE

POSTGAME VIDEO CONFERENCE
January 7, 2024

Jets 17, Patriots 3

Q. WE KNOW ABOUT YOUR BACKGROUND,
GROWING UP IN TEXAS. WHAT'S YOUR EXPERIENCE
IN PLAYING IN CONDITIONS LIKE THESE AND JUST
FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN OUR LINE OF WORK, HOW
HARD IS IT TO THROW A FOOTBALL ACCURATELY IN
THESE SORTS OF CONDITIONS?

BZ: YEAH, | MEAN, THIS WAS PROBABLY MY FIRST
TIME IN WEATHER LIKE THIS, THIS BAD.

AS FAR AS THROWING THE BALL, | MEAN, YOU'VE
GOT TO THINK ABOUT IT. | MEAN, THE WIND is
BLOWING A LITTLE BIT. IFIT'S SNOWING HARD
ENOUGH, THEN THAT AFFECTS HOW THE BALL
SPINS; IF IT HITS THE BALL, THINGS LIKE THAT, JUST
COME INTO EFFECT.

BUT THE BIGGEST THING IS JUST WHEN THE SNOW
LIKE STARTS BUILDING UP ON THE FIELD,
RECEIVERS GETTING IN AND OUT OF THE BREAKS,
IT'S HARD. YOUR FOOT, HALF YOUR FOOT IS STUCK
IN SNOW. | MEAN, IT'S HARD. | MEAN, THAT'S ALL
KIND OF GOES IN TOGETHER. | MEAN, THERE'S NO
EXCUSES. BOTH TEAMS PLAY IN IT, YOU KNOW
WHAT | MEAN. YOU CAN'T SIT UP HERE AND SAY
WEATHER SCREWED US. | MEAN, BOTH TEAMS HAD
TO PLAY INIT.

Q. WERE YOU PLAYING TODAY THINKING ABOUT
BILL BELICHICK ON YOUR MIND, THAT IT MIGHT BE
HIS LAST GAME? DID THAT CROSS YOUR MIND AND
CHANGE ANYTHING THE WAY YOU DID IT OUT
THERE?

BZ: NO. | MEAN, IFITIS, IT ISN'T, I'M SURE THEY
WILL DECIDE THAT IN THE OFF-SEASON.

FOR ME, I'LL JUST TRY TO WIN. DIDN'T DO ENOUGH,
OBVIOUSLY. SO IF IT'S THE LAST ONE, GOT TO GO
BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD IN THE OFF-SEASON
AND GET READY FOR NEXT YEAR.

Q. THAT PLAY BY VEDERIAN LOWE LATE IN THE
GAME, JUST WHAT DID YOU THINK OF THAT EFFORT
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FROM HIM LATE IN THE GAME?

BZ: YEAH, THAT WAS -- | MEAN, THAT'S A
PHENOMENAL EFFORT. THAT GIVES US -- GAVE US
ANOTHER CHANCE TO HAVE MORE PLAYS, TO HAVE
MORE OPPORTUNITIES TO GO DOWN THERE AND
SCORE. FOR HIM TO BE ABLE TO GO AND MAKE
THAT PLAY, LIKE | SAID, JUST KIND OF GIVES YOU A
LITTLE BIT OF JUICE, MOMENTUM, A LITTLE BIT. YOU
KNOW, BUT WE WEREN'T ABLE TO CAPITALIZE ON IT.

Q. HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE JUST THIS SEASON
FROM COMING IN FOR THE OFF-SEASON PROGRAM,
PRESEASON, EVERYTHING THAT UNFOLDED THERE
TO STANDING HERE NOW?

BZ: YEAH, | MEAN, THERE'S A LOT OF THINGS THAT |
FEEL LIKE | IMPROVED ON. THERE'S A LOT OF
THINGS THAT GOING INTO THIS OFF-SEASON,
TALKING WITH THE COACHES, I'M SURE THIS WEEK
THERE'S SOME THINGS THAT I'M GOING TO HAVE TO
FIX AND GET RIGHT BEFORE NEXT YEAR, OF
COURSE. TURNOVERS IS ONE OF THEM.

STARTING FROM, YOU KNOW, WHEN [ -- FIRST
SEASON STARTED, BEING CUT, OUT OF HERE, |
MEAN, IT'S A BLESSING, OF COURSE, TO BE
STANDING HERE TODAY.

BUT YOU KNOW, | WISH WE CAME OUT WITH THE
WIN OF COURSE. BUT THERE'S A LOT OF THINGS
I'VE GOT TO GET BETTER AT THIS OFF-SEASON SO
WE CAN COME WIN GAMES NEXT YEAR.

Q. CAN YOU TALK ABOUT THE FOURTH-AND-ONE
TO PHARAOH? HOW LONG HAS THAT PLAY IN THE
BANK WAITING TO USE IT? WAS IT THIS WEEK?
AND WAS IT HARD THROWING ON THAT SIDE OF THE
FIELD? SEEMED LIKE THE WIND MIGHT HAVE BEEN
IN YOUR FACE OR SIDEWAYS. WAS IT
UNDERTHROWN A BIT OR WAS HE OPEN IN YOUR
OPINION?

BZ: YEAH, | MEAN, WE USUALLY HAVE A FEW OF
THOSE PLAYS IN THE GAME PLAN. I'M SURE THAT
PLAY, | THINK WE'VE HAD IT FOR A FEW WEEKS OF
COURSE. JUST THE RIGHT TIME FOR IT. | WOULD
SAY, YEAH, | THINK IT WAS A LITTLE UNDERTHROWN.
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I THINK IF I PUT IT, MAYBE, SIX INCHES FURTHER, HE
CATCHES IT. | LEFT IT ALITTLE BIT SHORT. THE
GUY WAS ABLE TO PUT HIS HAND IN BETWEEN
PHARAOH'S ARMS AND THAT FALLS ON THE
QUARTERBACK, BALL PLACEMENT, THINGS LIKE
THAT, THAT AT MY JOB, YOU HAVE TO BE ABLE TO
DO.

Q. AFTER SPENDING TWO YEARS HERE, YOUR
ROOKIE SEASON, SECOND SEASON IN THE LEAGUE,
STARTING IN EACH SEASON, LEARNING A LOT FROM
BILL, WHAT DO YOU TAKE AWAY THE MOST FROM
THESE FIRST TWO YEARS OF YOU IN THE NFL AND
FROM LEARNING FROM BILL BELICHICK?

BZ: YEAH, | MEAN, CAN'T WIN TILL YOU KEEP FROM
LOSING. THE MORE YOU TURN THE BALL OVER, THE
MORE OPPORTUNITIES YOU GIVE THE OPPOSING
OFFENSE, IS LESS OPPORTUNITIES THAT YOU GET.
SO THAT'S THE BIGGEST THING.

AND, OF COURSE, YOU LOOK BACK AT THE LAST
TWO WEEKS, TURNOVERS WERE A THING THAT KIND
OF HAUNTED US AS AN OFFENSE. GOING INTO THIS
OFF-SEASON, WE'VE JUST GOT TO HAVE TO CLEAN
SOME OF THAT STUFF UP. WATCH FILM,
UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU DID WRONG, FIX IT, AND
AGAIN, GET READY FOR NEXT YEAR. CAN'T COME IN
-- CAN'T SAY THAT AND THEN COME IN NEXT YEAR
TURNING THE BALL OVER. YOU'VE GOT TO FIX
THOSE THINGS.
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