PATRIOTS HEAD COACH

BILL BELICHICK

POSTGAME VIDEO CONFERENCE
January 7, 2024

JETS 17, PATRIOTS 3

BB: ALL RIGHT. YOU KNOW, DISAPPOINTING FINISH
THERE TODAY. | HAVE A LOT OF RESPECT FOR THE
WAY THE PLAYERS COMPETED. HAVE ALL YEAR.
YOU KNOW, | THOUGHT THAT WAS INDICATIVE OF
THE COMPETITIVENESS. YOU KNOW, AT THE END,
HUNTER'S STRIP AFTER THE INTERCEPTION AND
THE RECOVER BY LOWE, REALLY GAVE HIMSELF UP
ON IT AND JUST PLAYED HARD. BUT YOU KNOW, WE
JUST COULDN'T MAKE ENOUGH PLAYS TO WIN.

SO IT'S A DISAPPOINTING YEAR FOR ALL OF US,
PLAYERS, COACHES, STAFF. ENTIRE
ORGANIZATION. NOT ANYTHING THAT ANY OF US
ARE IN ANY WAY CONTENT WITH BUT IT IS WHAT IT
IS.

SO I'LL ADDRESS SOME QUESTIONS ON THE GAME.
AS FAR AS THE FUTURE GOES, I'LL SIT DOWN WITH
ROBERT AS | DO EVERY YEAR AT SOME POINT AT
THE END OF THE SEASON AND WE'LL TALK ABOUT
THINGS AS WE ALWAYS DO. I'M SURE THAT WILL
HAPPEN. BUT THAT'S REALLY ABOUT ALL | HAVE TO
SAY ABOUT THAT RIGHT NOW BECAUSE THERE ISN'T
ANYTHING ELSE TO TALK ABOUT.

SO ANY QUESTIONS ON THE JETS GAME, HAPPY TO
TAKE A FEW OF THOSE.

Q. DID NATHAN ROURKE OUTPERFORM MAC IN
PRACTICE THAT LED TO HIM BEING THE NO. 2 FOR
THE GAME TODAY?

BB: NEXT PAGE ON HAD A GOOD WEEK OF
PRACTICE. YOU KNOW, WE ACTIVATED HIM OR THE
SECOND SPOT.

Q. COMING OFF THE FIELD TODAY, DID YOU HAVE
ANY DIFFERENT FEELINGS ABOUT THE END OF
TODAY COMING OFF THAT FIELD?

BB: DISAPPOINTED ABOUT THE WAY THE GAME
TURNED OUT, SURE. YEAH, LET'S LEAVE IT AT THAT.

Q. DO YOU EXPECT TO BE COACHING THE TEAM
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HERE NEXT YEAR?

BB: IT'S DISAPPOINTING THE WAY THE GAME
FINISHED, YEAH.

Q. THIS IS POTENTIALLY MATTHEW SLATER'S FINAL
GAME. ONE OF THE HANDFUL OF PLAYERS YOU'VE
COACHED WHO ARE ARGUABLY THE BEST IN THEIR
POSITION IN THE HISTORY OF THE NFL. DO THE
PLAYERS LIKE MATTHEW AND THOSE PLAYERS
MEANT TO YOU IN YOUR CAREER?

BB: YEAH, | MEAN, I'VE SPOKEN ABOUT MATTHEW
AT LENGTH. JUST BE REITERATING THE SAME
POSITIVE COMMENTS ABOUT HIS GREATNESS ON
THE FIELD, OFF THE FIELD, AS A TEAMMATE, HIS
WORK ETHIC, HIS TRAINING, HIS UNSELFISHNESS.
ON A DAILY BASIS, HE'S JUST EXEMPLARY. AND TO
WATCH HIS GROWTH FROM, YOU KNOW, WHEN HE
WAS A ROOKIE COMING OUT OF UCLA AND TRYING
TO FIND A LITTLE BIT OF POSITION ON OFFENSE AND
DEFENSE AND ULTIMATELY BECOMING AS GOOD A
SPECIAL TEAMS PLAYER THAT EVER PLAYED THIS
GAME. CERTAINLY HAS EVERYTHING TO BACK THAT
UP BASED ON HIS LONG, SUSTAINED SUCCESS AND
BEING THE TARGETED GUY EVERY WEEK.

THEN HIS LEADERSHIP AND PRESENCE FOR THE
TEAM, NOT JUST THE PLAYERS, THE ORGANIZATION,
THE STAFF. | MEAN, HE'S AN INSPIRATION TO ALL OF
us.

Q. FROM BAILEY'S PLAY AS THE STARTING
QUARTERBACK OVER THE LAST FEW GAMES, WHAT
HAVE YOU SEEN FROM HIM IN TERMS OF HIS
ABILITY TO LEAD THE TEAM AND WHERE DO YOU
SEE HIM STANDING IN TERMS OF HIS COMPETITION
FOR THE STARTING QUARTERBACK POSITION
MOVING FORWARD?

BB: YEAH, MOVING FORWARD, THAT'S A WHOLE
'NOTHER CONVERSATION ABOUT EVERYTHING. SO
THINK HE'S PROGRESSED WEEKLY IN HIS
PREPARATION. HE'S CERTAINLY LEARNED FROM
THE EXPERIENCES THAT HE'S HAD. HE'S A YOUNG
PLAYER THAT HAS A LONG WAY TO GO AND HAS A
LONG FUTURE IN FRONT OF HIM. SO WE'LL SEE.
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Q. IS IT YOUR PREFERENCE TO COME BACK NEXT
SEASON AND COACH THE TEAM?

BB: YEAH, SO | JUST FINISHED THE GAME HERE
WITH THE JETS. PUT EVERYTHING | HAD INTO IT.
DISAPPOINTED IN THE RESULTS.

Q. IT'S OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT YOU'RE UNDER
CONTRACT FOR NEXT YEAR. IS IT YOUR HOPE TO
COME BACK --

BB: 1 JUST FINISHED THE GAME WITH THE JETS,

PHIL. IT WAS AVERY --1 PUT EVERYTHING | HAD
INTO IT THIS WEEK AND TRIED TO PREPARE OUR
TEAM THE BEST | COULD TO PLAY IN IT.

Q. THE LOSS TO THE JETS DID DROP TO YOU 4-13.
WOULD YOU CHARACTERIZE THIS AS ONE OF THE
MOST DIFFICULT SEASONS YOU'VE EVER COACHED
AND HAS IT TAKEN ANY OF THE WIND OUT OF YOUR
SAILS AS FAR AS THE EFFORT IT TAKES TO COACH?

BB: NO, | MEAN, | ENJOY COACHING. LIKE I SAID, IT'S
A DISAPPOINTING SEASON. | COVERED THAT IN THE
OPENING STATEMENT. | DON'T HAVE ANYTHING TO
ADD. THAT'S HOW | FEEL.

BUT NO, | STILL -- | LIKE COACHING THE TEAM. | LIKE
PREPARING THE TEAM, GAME PLANNING, COACHING
ON SUNDAYS. BUT THE RESULTS WEREN'T GOOD
AND NONE OF US ARE HAPPY WITH THOSE. SO,
OKAY, THANK YOU.

DRAFTSCRIPTS BY ASAP SPORTS ....
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