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Q.  This is, I think, over the last three games, you guys
have been outscored 36 points combined in the
second half.  What is happening in these second
halves that's leading to these lopsided results?

DARIAN DeVRIES:  It's been pretty similar, and we've got
to figure out a way to get a little more rest probably for
those guys.  As we get into the middle of the second half,
there's 10, 12 minutes to go -- and it's been consistent the
last three games -- we look fatigued.  That's where some of
that maybe sloppiness and the turnovers, and that's where
you start to see some of that showing up.

It's something we talked about a good amount with the foul
trouble and stuff.  Where do you get some of those,
especially the guard minutes, from when one of them goes
out?  It certainly showed up again today.

Q.  On paper it seemed like a really crucial game
coming into today.  How disappointed were you with
that start, and what kind of led to the slow offensive
start?

DARIAN DeVRIES:  I thought really for a good portion of
the game, I thought Iowa did a good job of making our
movements tough and being physical with them.  We didn't
get into our actions very well.

Then we got in a little bit of isolation middle of the first half
because it was working, getting Tayton in some space and
getting him downhill to the rim.  Then I think we kind of fell
in love with that as the game went on and in the second
half.

For us, when our offense is good, we get a lot of
movement, a lot of cutting, a lot of action.  Again, it
probably comes back to a little bit of that fatigue as they
get tired or movement gets less.  We've got to be able to
fight through that a little bit better.

Q.  In that same vein with the movement, early in the

season you had a team that was connected,
communicated well, cut well, really moved well without
the ball.  That really hasn't been there for the last
couple of games.  It's a veteran team.  How do you find
that again basically?

DARIAN DeVRIES:  Right.  Yeah, that's exactly what we
just talked about in the locker room was guys for the first
15 games of the year our offense was movement, cutting,
like we were getting and playing the way that we think
makes us most successful.  I felt like the last two or three
games we've gotten away from that action.

They've been doing it obviously in practice, but I haven't
seen it, from the practice standpoint, that they haven't still
been buying into all that and things.  Obviously the biggest
difference is now you're playing your opponent that is
bigger, more physical than maybe what you're going up
against from the practice squad.  They've got to be able to
continue to do that as the game wears on, and that just
didn't happen.

Q.  Are you surprised a veteran team is doing that at
this point in the season?

DARIAN DeVRIES:  I'm not surprised that there's some
guys that get a little fatigued out there at times, but we do
got to find ways to get them a little bit more rest so we can
be a little fresher as we get into that middle of the second
half.

Q.  Tucker obviously struggled again tonight.  The last
five games he's averaging less than 10 points a game,
averaging 9 points a game in Big Ten play, shooting
only 25 percent from 3.  Is it something the defense is
doing to take away some of the early looks he saw at
the beginning of the season?  Is it him forcing a little
bit?  Is it a combination of both?  I guess maybe what
are you seeing from him over the last month or so?

DARIAN DeVRIES:  He's certainly in one of those shooting
slumps that everybody goes through at some point in time,
but his, for him, has been an extended one here for a good
chunk of time.
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He's certainly been putting in the work in our practices and
stuff.  He's shooting the heck out of it.  It's just one of those
things.  He's just got to get it going and got to continue to
find those better looks and opportunities that we can get
him free a little bit more.

Q.  You mentioned just the fatigue and stuff.  How big
is kind of the inability to develop some depth on this
team beyond like the eight guys is that playing a factor
in that?  Also, just defensively, I think you guys are
giving up 1.15 points per possession now in Big Ten
play.  Pretty big drop-off from where you were in
nonconference.  How big is the fatigue and maybe the
lack of depth playing into the defensive slide?

DARIAN DeVRIES:  It's hard to say for sure.  Even today,
the first half they shoot 54 percent.  That had nothing to do
with any fatigue or anything.  That's just us not doing a
good enough job from a scouting standpoint and us
executing that and also just getting it done.  There's a big
piece of that.

For us, other guys play 35 minutes too on other teams.  I'm
not giving our guys that are playing heavy minutes --
there's some fight through fatigue that has to happen as
well, and that's something we've got to be able to do.

Q.  It seemed like Stirtz had a control on the game. 
Defensively what kind of challenges does he present
to your team?

DARIAN DeVRIES:  Yeah, he was terrific.  He's so good in
two-man game actions, and you're going to see it over and
over and over again.  He just plays until he gets an
advantage, either for himself or for a teammate.  They do a
great job of that.  He's so crafty and smart at being able to
take advantage of those and then creating and drawing
fouls and getting to the free-throw line.  He certainly was
really good tonight.

Q.  It seems like the offense is really different when
you get paint touches versus when you don't,
Conerway getting downhill, likes to slip into the rim. 
But then there's long stretches where that doesn't
happen.  Is that part of the fatigue?  Is it defense taken
away?  What happens when you have those long
stretches and no paint touches?

DARIAN DeVRIES:  Some of it, our offense in a little bit
how we're constructed right now for this year is just we
don't have a lot of great one-on-one type guys that can go
by people.  So we rely on a lot of cutting and screening to
be able to do that.

Tayton is one of those guys who can get downhill and

utilize the speed and Conor once in a while as well.  I
thought Tayton did a really good job there, while we were
struggling, of finding those opportunities and getting
downhill and getting to the rim, and we need him to
continue to do that.

That's why our movement is so important for us to get
those other paint touches as well off of back cuts and
screening angles and stuff so we can create advantages
where we can get two to the ball now and now we can get
some better offensive opportunities.
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