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Q.  First career start.  What did it mean for you?

BRYCE LOVETT:  It meant a lot.  It felt good to be able to
step up when one of my brothers went down.

Going out there and being able to play hard and play for
my teammates, that just felt good overall.  Doesn't matter
how the game went.

Q.  Billy got a vote of confidence last Thursday.  What
do you think maybe behind the scenes -- the results
are the results, but maybe some of the things he's
done to engender that from Scott Stricklin.

BRYCE LOVETT:  Can you repeat the question?

Q.  Why do you think Billy Napier received a vote of
confidence from Scott Stricklin?

BRYCE LOVETT:  Coach Napier, I am a player that
committed to his staff and I really seen that culture he
brings to the program and what he's built and what he is
continuing to build.  I think he's being noticed by athletic
director Scott Stricklin and everybody else.

I feel like it's something he deserves on top of something
he's earned.  So, I think, yeah.

Q.  What do you think stands out about the culture he
created?

BRYCE LOVETT:  One of the main things I liked when I
was a recruit was it's very family oriented, one big family. 
He's just continuing to build that and get closer and closer. 
We work really hard, and I think that kind of ties in the
family and everybody being so close.

It's like -- I don't want to say it's like something I've never
seen before, but never been on a team where it's been this
tight.  I feel like that's something he brought to the team.

Q.  This offensive line really has come a long way from
September in terms of run blocking.  What happened

there in terms of the switch and why are you guys
doing a better job?

BRYCE LOVETT:  I think we always had it in us.  We had
to make a decision.  Early in the season, well, not -- yeah,
early in the season we had to make a decision.  We were
either going to step it up or continue to struggle.

I think an unit we made that decision, the right decision to
step it up.

Q.  How did that come about?  People talk about that
open week where like a switch was flipped or what.

BRYCE LOVETT:  Yeah, I really do think it was that first
bye week.  Not even just with as the O-line unit, I think the
whole team was really just like it's either now or never. 
We're going to step up and put in the work and do what we
have to do to start making progress or it's going to be the
same all season.

I think we came out and competed all week that week, and
I think that's really what started it.

Q.  Was it tough walking off that field?  You guys had
shown so much against Georgia in terms of an elite
team and being toe to toe.  This game was completely
different.

BRYCE LOVETT:  Yeah, it was tough.  That definitely hurt.
 One thing I like to say is control controllables.  Obviously
there is some things left on the field that we could have
done differently to maybe change the pace of the game.

Just got to look ahead now.  What's in the past is in the
past.  Got to start preparing for LSU.

Q.  Who set tone in the bye week?  Was it the coaches
saying, okay, we're going to make this competitive or
the players who said we're going to make the most of
this week?  Who set the tone?

BRYCE LOVETT:  I think the coaches definitely had a part
of it by setting up the practices how they were set up.  The
players ultimately made the decision, like we need to lock
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in, start putting in the work, or like I said, it's going to be a
long season.

Q.  Coming back to The Swamp, how much are the
players and the coaches looking forward to that? 
What would be your message for fans as far as
supporting you these last two games at home?

BRYCE LOVETT:  I would say just stick with us.  We're
putting in the work.  We're working hard.  We're going to do
our best to finish out the season strong.  That's all I would
say.

Q.  Can you take us through your progress here from
you came in to now.  You're starting to get some
playing time.  What's that been like?  Looking back
now, what didn't you know that you know now that
you're surprised about?

BRYCE LOVETT:  I would just think like compared from
now to when I came in a little bit of not experience, but my
first year when I redshirted I got to see what it actually took
to play and be a productive player, and I think I really
needed that.

I think, yeah, having that first year to really develop and
see what it takes to be a productive player on the offensive
line, I think I needed that.  That's what's the difference
between this year and last year.

Q.  Your positional versatility, just how does that feel
like you think maybe enhance your ability to get on the
field?

BRYCE LOVETT:  Well, yeah, I feel like it gives me a lot
more opportunities to get on field because I have five
different options to get on the field, if that makes sense.

I play guard, I play tackle, I can play center.  So if anybody
goes down or if anybody needs a break, I'm willing to go in.
 If he puts me in, I'm ready to go in.

I like staying on standby -- not standby, but always be
prepared and ready to play any position is a big thing.

Q.  Mentally what goes into that?

BRYCE LOVETT:  There is definitely a lot of mental that
goes into it.  I have to stay on top of all propositions just if
case.  Our coaches make it not easy, but do they're best to
help me prepare and be ready for when the opportunity
comes.

Q.  Why is it so difficult to do that?  You're the unicorn
when it comes to that.

BRYCE LOVETT:  Why is it so difficult?  I would say it's
difficult because you have to keep up with more than one
thing.  You have to focus on five different positions except
for just one.  Obviously your wires can get crossed.

Just being focused and trying to stay on top of those things
is the hardest part, yeah.

Q.  You have to be ambidextrous.

BRYCE LOVETT:  Well...

Q.  Because you're in a different stance.

BRYCE LOVETT:  I'm not.  I wouldn't say I am, but I would
say definitely being flexible helps, because getting in to
stances and different positions, that helps.  Just practice
really.

Q.  Do you have a favorite spot?

BRYCE LOVETT:  I've been getting asked that a lot
recently.  I wouldn't say I have a favorite, no.  I like getting
moved around the.  It's like a challenge.  If I play one
position for two, three weeks, hey, we need you to come
play this for a week or whatever, it's a challenge.  I get to
go work at that and better myself.

Q.  Jake Slaughter, a lot of people talk about him,
leadership of the offensive line.  What has he meant to
you and how has he helped you along the way maybe?

BRYCE LOVETT:  I wouldn't know what to do without Jake.
 When I look at Jake he's, like sounds weird, but almost
like the father figure of the group.  When I need something
first person I think of is Jake.

Just to have that leader and big brother role in the room
has been a huge part in my success.

Q.  The one-two punch of Jadan, Ja'Kobi, what has that
given this offensive?

BRYCE LOVETT:  They're two very powerful runners that
know what they're doing, and I feel like that's opened up
the run game for us a lot.  On top of the O-line playing
better and better every week.

I think the mix between that and the two running backs is
the great way to open you out offense and the run game a
little more.

Q.  I was going to ask, kind of describe their styles. 
You said big backs.  Jadan has a little more wiggle

150523-1-1041 2024-11-11 18:19:00 GMT Page 2 of 3



than you would think for 230.

BRYCE LOVETT:  Yeah, you see him, he doesn't look like
a speed guy, but he has speed, twitch, power to him, so he
can hit the holes and hit the fast breaks.  He can also put
his shoulder down and run through somebody.

And I also think the same with Ja'Kobi.
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