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THE MODERATOR: Joined now by our overall class pole
winner for Motul Petit Le Mans, Tom Blomvist.

Tom, congratulations. Talking about the pole here today,
tell us about how that session went, how it set you guys up
for the race tomorrow.

TOM BLOMQVIST: Yeah, | mean, | guess speaking about
the session, | love qualifying, especially around here. It's a
small track. Obviously throughout practice we probably
never, ever get a clear lap.

| think we're, like, what, two seconds faster than we've
been all weekend. It's just such a thrill when you take the
fuel out of the tires, new tires, no traffic to worry about, you
can warm up the tires in the correct way. You kind of hold
on.

It's one of those laps where it rewards a little bit of
commitment and bravery. Yeah, | just really enjoy driving
it. Thankfully the guys gave me a good car, a good
enough car to get the job done.

It's only one small portion of the job we need to do this
weekend. It's more a nice thing for our egos in the team,
right? We're going to sleep a bit better than if we were
down the back.

Tomorrow is when we need to kind of get the job done
really.

THE MODERATOR: We'll go to questions.

Q. Tom, you parked with four minutes to go. Is it
because you didn't think there was anything left to
improve or other guys couldn't beat your time?

TOM BLOMQVIST: Yeah, | didn't feel like | could go any
faster. To be honest, | probably should have stopped even
a lap earlier. Yeah, you just know your tires, they're not
good for many laps, especially around here.

So when you see that delta starting to not go in a friendly
direction, then you kind of feel it underneath you.
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Yeah, there's no point in driving around. You're not going
to find a miracle out of nowhere. | boxed. We need to use
those tires tomorrow at some point. Have to keep them as
fresh as possible.

Q. Can you kind of expand on this being a
high-commitment track.

TOM BLOMQVIST: Yeah, | mean, | was quite surprised to
hear that. It's a really short sector, obviously turn one. |
guess | got pole by | think just under 2/10ths. That's where
it was done (smiling).

Yeah, | mean, | had a good car. Our car's generally pretty
friendly. I've had a lot of confidence. | think I've been
pretty good all weekend in that sector.

Yeah, you kind of just have to trust that the car's going to
stick. You just got to carry a lot of speed into the corner
and kind of hope you come out the other side (laughter).

Yeah, there's a lot of trust you have to put in the car. My
car was kind of good enough to take that speed. Went in
the first lap, | thought, Okay, it's going well, it's going to
stick. The next lap try a little bit harder. It was fine.

Yeah, it's fun. It's definitely a fun place to send it, | guess.

Q. Tom, single lap pace clearly there. What is the long
run pace of the car and how is it at night?

TOM BLOMQVIST: | would say typically you can see
obviously this year we've had a few pole positions. It's
definitely an area that our car seems to excel in, let's say.

Honestly, we put a lot of work into making our car as good
as possible in the race. We didn't really focus too much on

qualifying.

But yeah, around here it's super important. We know we're
going to have some super stiff competition. The 31, the
two Porsches, have been looking really good, especially on
their long-run performance. We know honestly | think
they're looking actually a little bit better than us at the
moment. We've also got a really fast car, especially in the
night.
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Yeah, we're relatively confident, that's for sure. It's difficult
to get a read on what everyone's do in practice, right? It's
a good sign that when we send the car as fast as we kind
of can go and we're at the pointy end, that obviously a
good sign. That typically carries regardless, but we still
have to do 40-odd laps on a set of tires. That's going to be
extremely important.

Yeah, | think it's going to be a good fight tomorrow.

Q. Tom, | know you can only run your own race.
Having said that, are you confident that race control
will continue to be strict on avoidable contact,
blocking incidents, particularly with the stakes being
much higher at Petit tomorrow?

TOM BLOMQVIST: | have drivers briefing after this. I'l
find out if anything has changed.

We go into the race expecting the same as Indianapolis,
which obviously | think everyone is still adapting to
because it is, let's say, a different way we have to go racing
now. Some form's a little less instinctive, as well. As
drivers, we have to be a bit more on our toes, be a bit
smarter | guess in a way.

A number of people being called out at Indy. I'm sure a lot
of them learned their lessons. Yeah, find out soon if
they're going to be a little bit more lenient or if it's going to
stay the same.

We have to adapt and not get caught up in any of it.

THE MODERATOR: Tom, congratulations.

TOM BLOMQVIST: Thank you.
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