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WES MILLER:  Yeah.  It's been a tough stretch here over
the last month.  And we've been in a number of really close
games.  And haven't been able to close them out down the
stretch.  We've also spent the year in practice working at it
and talking about it, about having an identity being built
around our defense, being able to get stops when it
matters.  And it was great to see that come together tonight
down the stretch.

There's a number of great individual performances.  I
thought Dave was really good early, just kind of loosening
up the game for us offensively and finding the basket.

I thought John Newman defensively, that's one for my
memory bank there as a coach.  In terms of his effort
defensively that one will go down because he was
phenomenal in the first half and then we put him on
Newton in the second half.  I know Newton still got 11 in
the second half but they were a different kind of 11.  He
had to really earn them, and I thought that disrupted their
offensive rhythm a little bit.

I thought Abdul some of the plays he made around the
basket late in the second half to alter shots, I think he had
three blocks.  His communication defensively.  Some of his
screens out there out front on the ball or off the ball were a
big factor down the stretch.

You know, then I thought Mike Saunders, man, he makes a
bunch of big plays for us tonight.  He makes a huge three
in front of our bench that I thought gave us a lot of

confidence.  Made someplace in transition.  So it was good
to see him play that confidently offensively and I thought
that gave us a boost.

The first game in a conference tournament is always the
most difficult one from my experience.  They're always just
-- the nerves are there.  Sometimes you can want it a little
too much.  I've never felt that this group didn't want it.  This
group wants to be good, they work at it every day.  I've
been really proud of that.  And I think at times tonight we
almost wanted it a little too much, especially in the first half.
 You could just kind of feel that, coaching staff and players
included.  So I'm glad we found the right column in the
win/loss column and I hope that can give us some
confidence to get back to how we were playing back in
January.

Q.  Coach, you mentioned putting John on Newton
seemed like late in the first half.  What went into that
decision?  John, if you could speak to it too what your
game plan was against it?

WES MILLER:  Just give him more length.  It's funny, we
talked about it in both of the first two games because you
look at his numbers.  I mean, even going into the first game
that we played them at home, and we kind of felt like, you
know, Number 1, Dave's done such a good job this year
taking on the challenge of the best defensive player on the
other team.  I thought in January he was about as good of
a two-way guy as I've coached.  He was guarding the heck
out of the other team's best guard and sometimes he's
giving up four or five inches, and then we're doing so much
for him offensively.  I'd be saying this if he wasn't sitting
here anyway.

But in the first two games other than the last four minutes
of that second game, I thought we defended him or he had
as much difficulty as he did against anybody else in the
league.  So ironically Dave brings it up in a meeting last
night, like, hey Coach, what about putting John on
Newton?  Is that something you all thought about?  I
almost wanted to say shut up.  We hadn't had to do that
yet.

But so listen, we talked about it the first two games.  Hadn't
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had to do it.  We talked about it in the front of the team last
night when Dave brought it up and it did feel like the right
thing to do with the kind of first half that he had.

JOHN NEWMAN III:  I think he's a good player this his. 
Obviously still had himself a pretty good game.  But I just
go in the game, just try to make an impact any way I can
and tonight that was where I was needed, so I just kind of
keyed in on him.  Just tried to stay in front of him, use my
length and it worked out.

Q.  Wes, what was the plan against Vance Jackson.  He
had 16 points, 10 rebounds tonight but those 16 points
compared to what he's done to you guys earlier this
season is nothing.  So what was the plan?

WES MILLER:  We talked a lot about we'd done a nice job
on Newton the first two games given the kind of player he
is and we hadn't done that job on Jackson.  We didn't want
to neglect Newton.  But I think it's just human nature. 
Somebody's averaging 30 on you over the course of two
games, like you're going to have a sense of urgency about
it.

I thought our group had a sense of urgency to try to defend
him.  I thought it was almost took it personal in a good way,
like hey, we're not going to let somebody come in and
average 30 on us again.  So I thought that was part of it. 
Scheme-wise, yeah, we talked a lot about different actions
they run for him, kind of their special plays for him, the best
ways to defend him.  I thought the guys did a nice job
executing that.  Early on we made some mistakes on them
leaving our feet around the basket in the post but over the
course of the game I thought we did a nice job.

Q.  This question is for Wes Miller:  Jeremiah had a
slow shooting shot but he came down with a 5-0 run
late in the second half.  What was the message for him
late in the game?

WES MILLER:  To Jeremiah Davenport?  Shoot.  I mean,
it's pretty simple.  I think these three guys about will agree,
shoot the ball.  We all love it when he shoots.  We do a lot
of things for him to shoot the ball, and I think we have
utmost confidence in him.

You know, I always identified as a player as a shooter and
I always thought the next one was going in.  I think that's
the way Jeremiah thinks about it.  I think he's got the
confidence of the coaching staff and his teammates.  So
we wanted him to just keep shooting.  I thought he made a
really big one in front of our bench when they went zone. 
That just shows you he was having a tough shooting night
and makes a big play in a big moment in the second half of
a conference tournament game.

Q.  Coach, looked like there was some exchanging of
words, a little scuffle at halftime going into the tunnel,
as much as you could tell us about that.  And did it
give any kind of a spark in the second half?

WES MILLER:  I was so far behind it, I was just a part of
the break-up process.  I don't know what happened.  We
didn't have time to unpack what happened in the locker
room at halftime because we're trying to prepare these
guys for the second half.  So I do not know what
happened.  But obviously you don't want those type of
things but I thought our guys handled themselves well from
everything that I was able to see.

Q.  David, there was a play in the first half where you
were going to the basket, you were sandwiched
between two defenders, hard play to the ground. 
There was no foul called on that play.  Did that set the
tone for the day?  Did you know at that point it was
going to be a physical game?

DAVID DeJULIUS:  Yeah, most definitely but it's
tournament play, it's March play.  Some things may have to
carry on.  But I just kind of want to stay resilient through
that and my coaches and my teammates as well was on
my side as well, just telling me to play the next play

Q.  Mikey, second half you provided a spark
offensively hitting a couple shots.  Did you feel like
that was something that the team needed in terms of
being a little bit more aggressive in those moments?

MIKE SAUNDERS JR.:  Honestly, I was just playing in the
flow of the game.  I wasn't necessarily thinking about
scoring or anything.  Just thinking about how we were
going to win the next possession.  So when the shots came
I just took them.  I'm just out there trying to make winning
plays and worked out for us.

Q.  Coach Miller, I know you talked about Jackson a
little bit but he did get going in the first half with 12 on
4-of-7 shooting.  Was there any change in the second
half?  He was 2-of-11, 0-of-6 from three, only scored
four points or did you just do a better job
assignment-wise on closing him out and keeping him
out of rhythm?

WES MILLER:  Yeah, the short answer is we did a much
better job executing our assignment and game plan in the
second half.  I think in the first half we really tried to stay
down on him around the basket.  As great of a three-point
shooter as he is and guys he can really shoot it, when he
gets inside the three he's really searching for angles.  So
we worked on it in practice and we talked about it a ton and
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watched film and we left our feet a couple times on him
that got him loose.  We fouled him.  We got him to the
free-throw line.  We didn't make him score over us inside of
a three.  Then we messed up a couple of assignments on
him out on the perimeter.  He missed one, made one or
two.

So a lot of the first-half success, and give him credit
because he made the plays, was missed coverages and
missed assignments.  And I thought we did a better job of
that in the second half.  I think the only one in the second
half he makes over top of us, he makes about a 10-12
footer in the face-up in the post against JD, and we've told
our guys we can live with that.  That's the only basket I can
remember in the second half where we executed an
assignment and he still scored.

Q.  Coach, you mentioned Abdul, he had a couple
weakside blocks in the second half.  Was he able to
get healthy over this time off and what impact,
especially in the second half, did he have overall on
defense?

WES MILLER:  I think the word healthy is a relative term
with Abdul.  I think these guys know that.  Healthy, he
probably hasn't been healthy in four years.  Right?  Real
healthy.  I don't think anybody at Cincinnati has ever been
able to see Abdul at 100 percent but I do think just
watching him this week in practice, he got to run and when
he was playing at I thought the healthiest point he's been
this year in January, he was running like a deer in practice
and in really good shape and moving a little differently, and
then he had that injury at South Florida and I don't think he
ever got back to that.

This week he was running in practice again and getting in
better shape and moving a little differently.  So I do think
he's feeling better than he felt over the last month, but I
think if you asked him if he's healthy he'd laugh at you
because he's nowhere near 100 percent.

Q.  You guys got 26 points from your guys off the
bench.  Mikey, can you talk about as one of the leaders
of that unit, how important those guys were in this win
today?

MIKE SAUNDERS JR.:  It was big for us.  That just
showed the depth that we have on our team, you know, we
have bodies and that's the most important thing is having
enough guys to just play.  So the fact that we was able to
produce offensively, that was like I said really big for us. 
And we got to keep it going.  Just look on to the next one.

Q.  David, that game earlier at ECU you had the floater
to win it, you had a couple of those today, you had the

stepback working.  Offensively do you feel like you
have everything at your arsenal right now?

DAVID DeJULIUS:  Yes, I do.  That's just a testament to
hard work but most important, it's a testament to my
coaching staff believing in me and my teammates believing
in me as well.  And I wouldn't be nearly the player I am
without them.

Just to shed some light, them guys as he said about John
Newman, I feel like he don't get enough credit for our team.
 He's literally him and Abdul like the backbone of our team,
especially on the defensive end, and they erase a lot of our
mistakes.  And then Mike and Mason and them guys
coming in off the bench giving us a great stretch.  It allows
a guy like me, my job to be easy and allows me to be the
best player I can be.

FastScripts by ASAP Sports

117635-2-1253 2022-03-10 23:11:00 GMT Page 3 of 3


