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THE MODERATOR:  We'll go ahead and get started with
the UCLA portion of our final press conference of the day. 
Coach Cori Close, Lauren Betts, and Londynn Jones.

Coach, if you would make an opening statement.

CORI CLOSE:  First of all, Ohio State, we knew we had to
play really focused and execute.  Tons of respect for them,
especially the way they defend.

We had some really good success versus their press early
and made them take it off, and I think that really was a
huge piece for us.  But really have a lot of respect for what
Kevin does and wish them the best of luck in the NCAA
Tournament.

Just really proud of our preparation.  From the very
beginning of the year, we were talking about how success
leaves clues, and for us the way we prepare, there can be
no shortcuts.  We have to be the team that's done all the
little work to earn a few more inches, and I thought we did
this in a very short turnaround.

I give a lot of credit to my staff.  They're really spectacular
in the way that they work and prepare our team.  But
bottom line is I thought we were ultra-prepared and we
executed the game plan.

That's been my challenge to them:  Can you be counted on
to do your job and execute the scout?  I thought we did it at
a very high level today.

Q.  Obviously a very dominant performance tonight. 
What do you think went into it?  And short turnaround

to look that good and win in that fashion.

LONDYNN JONES:  I think just preparation.  I think we
knew what we wanted and the goal that we wanted coming
into it, so we knew what it would take.  That's just been
present every single time.  We always talk about 1-0, but it
really is 1-0 at the moment.

Just how can we get our team to execute and do the things
that we need to do to come up with what we want.

LAUREN BETTS:  I agree with that.  Obviously we had a
great win yesterday, but like we talked about, we just want
to stay as present as possible.  We moved on quickly and
talked about what we can do better, then it's next game.

I thought today was just a different mentality that we came
with.  I think everyone just decided to dig deep.  Obviously
a lot of people are sore, a lot of people are tired, but it
doesn't matter at this point because we're trying to win
games.  I'm just proud of how everyone stepped up today.

Q.  Lauren, you all had talked earlier this week about
wanting to see USC again, whether it was tomorrow or
in the NCAA Tournament.  Now you're getting what
you wanted.  How happy are you about that?  And what
needs to be different this time around?

LAUREN BETTS:  A lot has to be different.  I'm really
excited for our team to get another opportunity to step up. 
I think we learned a lot from that game, and everyone's
been held accountable individually, and we've had a lot of
meetings.

I think that we're obviously going to watch the film, but
honestly it's just that preparation.  We want to go in feeling
as confident as possible.  I know our coaches are going to
put together a really good scout.

Yeah, I just think that we obviously felt really badly about
how we played them the last time and how we showed up,
and we don't ever want to feel that again.  So I know we're
all going to change going into it.

Q.  Obviously, Lauren, you had less minutes played
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tonight, only 24, I believe.  How important was it
getting to rest for a part of that fourth quarter before a
game like USC when you're playing three games in
three days?

LAUREN BETTS:  Obviously my coaches, they want to
take care of me.  I appreciate them doing that for sure.  I
think obviously the way that our team played today, it's just
an opportunity for other players to get their moment.  I
thought Z coming in was really great.  I thought Avery did
great today, and I thought DZ had an amazing game.

It's not about me.  It's about what the team needs in that
moment.  Obviously going into tomorrow, I want to feel as
rested going into it.  I just think the coaches, obviously they
know what they're doing, so I trust them.

Q.  Londynn, you had 22 points tonight.  This is like
your season high and one shy of your three years in
college basketball.  How important was it to have a
game like this after going 0 for 6 last night from the
three?

LONDYNN JONES:  I try not to really pay attention to the
game before and just stay focused on what I can do and
contribute in any way I can moving forward.  So whatever
the team needs, I'm going to try to do my best to do it.

Shout out to the team for getting me the ball because those
looks don't go in without them, so yeah.

CORI CLOSE:  Sorry, I know it's not my turn, but I need to
say something about that.  Not only was she spectacular in
her numbers, but her response.  She had a tough start at
the very beginning of the game, and to stay that mentally
focused and locked in and to come out and respond the
way she did, I think that puts an even bigger exclamation
mark on how well she played for the sake of our team.

I just think that's not easy to do, and that showed a lot of
mental toughness on her part.

LONDYNN JONES:  Thanks, Coach.

Q.  First of all, following up on that question to Lauren,
how big of a deal was it you played most of your
starters not even 20 minutes?  How big was that going
into tomorrow's game?  And how much did you want
to see USC again this weekend?

CORI CLOSE:  Yeah, I really wanted to from the very
beginning.  I was pretty emphatic about that.  I think I was
asked about that right after our game that we lost at our
place, and I've said, absolutely, I'd love another
opportunity.

At this time of year, you want to have the best kind of dress
rehearsal for March Madness and the NCAA Tournament
as you can, and obviously USC -- you know, there's so
many levels to this.  Obviously they're our only two losses,
obviously they're our cross-town rival, obviously this is for a
conference tournament championship.  There's just so
many levels to it.

But if you're a real competitor, you want to be tested
against the very best, and you want to have opportunities
to conquer your previous adversities, and that's exactly
what we're getting.  I think it forces you to dig deep and to
find new levels of growth.  We call that our edge.

The edge is when your talent runs out and you're forced to
develop a new level of discipline and skill and toughness
that is needed to execute what you want to do.  I think
playing against USC requires that of us.

I'm looking forward to watching our players grab for that
inch and respond to their edge.

Q.  Obviously not going to give us the scouting report,
but do you feel like you have to have a dramatically
different game plan for USC given the results of the
first two games?

CORI CLOSE:  We need to execute our game plan no
matter what it is.  That's what I'm so pleased about today.  I
really -- I believe I work with some of the best scouting
minds in the game, and if you ask any of our players, they
are so confident in the scouts that they're given.

I have a responsibility to adjust to the adversities and
changes in the games, and they have a responsibility to
execute what we lay out for them.  It may or may not
require some different things.

You just even watch the game versus Michigan today, and
what was working in the first half for Michigan, had some
adjustments in the second half.  Those games require that.
 But there will definitely be some different tactics that we
employ to this game.

I think more than anything, it's a commitment to execute
together.  Adjustments are easy.  I think I said this after the
game, if it doesn't work and it was our plan, then it's our
fault, but if it doesn't work and you didn't follow the plan,
then it's your fault.

I think we've learned some valuable lessons together of
what it takes to make the right adjustments but also to be
counted on to do your job.
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Q.  Is there anything that has eaten at you or that's
been top of mind since those two USC games,
knowing you could see them again?

CORI CLOSE:  You don't have enough time for the things
that have been eating me.

I think the deepest thing for me and my responsibility as a
leader is to put our players in positions to be their best
when their best is needed.  I think the biggest thing is we
lost the toughness battle, and that hits me the deepest.  I
feel most responsible for.

We're in this together, right?  I have to set the tone as a
leader, and I need to put them in positions to make really
good choices.  But I want them to be the best version of
themselves, and I want them to enjoy competitive
greatness because they are leading with togetherness and
toughness.

We didn't do that, and ultimately I take that to heart as a
leader and really take responsibility of that and wanting to
watch them have conquering moments in that.  Not just for
the game, not just for the championship, but for their lives.

Adversity isn't going anywhere.  They're going to face
different things the rest of their lives, and I want them to
have a new level of confidence about how they attack
lessons of adversity, and I want that lesson to be learned in
a really vivid way tomorrow.

Q.  This team's identity has not really been three-point
shooting over the year, but over the last two games
you guys have been confidently creating that shot and
making that shot.  What prompted this change in game
plan so late into the year, especially at this stage?

CORI CLOSE:  You're saying what's different in our game
plan?

Q.  Well, what prompted a change in the game plan
considering you guys are attempting a lot more 3s
than you did throughout the year?

CORI CLOSE:  I actually yesterday thought we took way
too many 3s.  I thought we didn't take the right kind of 3s. 
Too many off the dribble and too many early in the shot
clock when we hadn't really had a focus on the paint.

Today I thought our 3s were much more like we get it at
the top, we look at the high-low, three people come, skip to
corners, off the pass.  Many more off the pass, less off the
dribble, and just doing a good job still having a focus on the
paint and making them take that away before we settle for
3s.

I just don't want us to settle for 3s.  I think that's when your
efficiency goes down.  I think we're in a team that needs to
be in maybe the 15 to 17 range, and they need to be more
off the pass and less off the bounce for us to be effective.

As usual, thank you guys for being here and helping tell the
stories of these great women.  Thank you.
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