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THE MODERATOR:  Welcome to our LIV Golf Jeddah
2024 champion, captain of Torque GC, Joaquín Niemann. 
Two wins out of three for the 2024 LIV Golf season.  How
does this one feel?

JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, it feels amazing.  It's a super
special moment.  It's always nice when you win.  I'm just
more happy, I'm more proud the way I'm playing right now,
and the way I played out there today.  It was a tough day. 
It was windy.  I knew there was going to be some low
scores, so I'm super happy.  I'm proud the way I'm playing. 
I just want to -- on to the next one.

Q.  You looked in control out there all day today.  Did it
feel like that for you?

JOAQUÍN NIEMANN:  I wouldn't say it felt that way at the
moment.  There were some tricky shots out there.  There
were some tough holes, especially with this wind.  Last
couple holes, you have 13, 14, 15 -- it's a good finish, and
16, also.  Started to feel some pressure there, and being
able to birdie 17, it kind of chilled me a little bit into 18.

Q.  The way you're playing right now, do you go into a
tournament thinking you're the man to beat now?

JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  I mean, at least that's what I think.  I
think that's the way it should be.  I want to feel and I want
to think I'm the best all the time.

I think that's the only way to be confident and play good
golf.

I think it's something that you need to believe in yourself to
be out here playing this competitive golf and winning
tournaments, so yeah.

Q.  Is this as good of a confidence level as you've had
since you've taken up golf?

JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  I believe so, yeah.  I feel like it's
probably my best moment, the best I've ever played before

I would say.  I just want it to keep going in the same
direction.

I think there is a lot more to improve, and I think I just need
to be curious about that and see how much I can learn.

Q.  There was one shot, I think it was the tee shot at 15.
 If I recall --

JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Oh, that was beautiful.  Yeah, 15,
that hole -- I've been playing here, probably this is my fifth
time, and that hole always kind of got my eye a little bit
because normally I hit that low fade, and I've been hitting
this low draw right now that is perfectly made for that one. 
It's kind of like a shot that is not as comfortable to hit all the
time, but I knew that if I stuck to that shot the whole week,
the three days, I knew it was going to be the right shot.  It
was beautiful.  I hit a low beautiful draw and it was way
down there in the middle of the fairway, tight fairway.  It
was a great tee shot.

Q.  You talked yesterday about an adjustment off the
tee, but you also made an adjustment with your putting
stroke.  You used to have that setup -- can you talk
about that change?

JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I used to feel a lot more my
right hand when I'm putting.  Almost all my stroke was
more feeling with my right hand.  Normally I would grab it
with the right hand and kind of pull it back, just to kind of
put my shoulders on the right line.

But now since I'm working with Gary the last couple
months, I've been trying to feel like my left arm is more
dominant, and it's kind of feeling more like the bigger
muscles moving.  I like to go in only with my left arm and
just feel like that's the only arm that is doing the stroke.

Q.  You feel like you're a better putter now?

JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  It's been streaky.  I've been having
good weeks.  I've been having decent weeks.  But I
certainly think that it's been improving.

Q.  That draw is working so nicely at the moment. 
That's going to be a big help at the Masters, as well,
isn't it?  You always play well at the Masters, but with
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that draw working, that could be just an amazing
weapon in your arsenal?

JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, obviously there is a lot more
-- I'll probably hit 10 drivers a day.  There's a lot more shots
going on at Augusta.  It's not only that what I need.  I need
a lot more.  I need all my game to be on point.

But yeah, that's obviously a huge boost into my game if I
can keep doing the same and try to hit that draw.  It will be
helpful.

Q.  What was the best thing about today?  You were
able to call all the shots that you wanted to hit coming
down the stretch.  Would you say that was --

JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, that was my goal today was
to try to see all my shots from behind and try to go and hit
them.  I never felt like I had one shot where I was kind of
doubting or struggling a little bit.  Sometimes I took a little
bit more time trying to see the shot.

I think there's a few shots that I -- all the shots that I feel
like I went into and hit them, they were confident swings. 
Some of them, they didn't grab the wind.  Some of them,
they just came out a little bit different than I wanted.

But I'm pretty proud the way I was able to see the flight, the
ball flight, and being able to hit them.

Q.  We saw on the live feed that you were talking with
your caddie most of the time and discussing with him
a lot of shots and a lot of things.  How important was
his role today?

JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, Gary's role was huge, not
only today.  During every day we play, every day we
practice, he does a good role.  He's pretty good talking me
through the shots.  He knows how to read me pretty well.

I feel like during those moments where you're under
pressure and you want to keep doing better and kind of
stay more in the present, I think I've got -- something I've
been working on is trying to have more communication with
my caddie during the round, trying to talk about the shots. 
After I hit the shots, what was wrong.  That not only helps
our communication, it just helps me to get some feedback
on how I hit that shot.

He's been doing a great job, and we've been doing a great
job together.

Q.  You've shown a strong mindset today and strong
nerves, but how crucial was it for you when you did
really well on the second day coming into the third?

JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, obviously every day here is
important, especially having three days where you've got to
go low on all three of them to have a chance to win.

The second day was important, and I think it's the most
proud I am for the week because I didn't start playing my
best golf, and I ended up doing a lot of birdies at the end to
have a chance into the lead.

I think that Saturday round was important to kind of put me
in position and show me that being patient has its rewards. 
It was nice to see that.

Q.  How important is this win, building on this win, in
terms of the momentum and confidence for Hong
Kong?

JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, it gives me a lot of
confidence.  Obviously having a good week is always
positive.  I think I've got to go back and get some rest, look
back into what I did this week, the way I played, the way I
hit the ball and what I can do better.

I think that was one of the advice that I -- well, not advice,
but I remember in Mayakoba I was with Jon in the press
conference, and he was talking about it, that when you win,
you're so excited that you don't really notice what you did
well and didn't do well.  It made so much sense what he
said.  He was right.

I think there is a lot of positive things that I've got to take
from this week obviously because of winning and see what
I can do better for next week.

Like I said also in Mexico, I would love to be in this
situation, but having the three other guys here next to me
would be a lot more fun.
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