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UConn 80, USC 73

THE MODERATOR:  We are join by USC.

Coach, congratulations on a hard-fought game and on a
good season.  We'll begin with your opening statement.

LINDSAY GOTTLIEB:  Thank you.

I really want to credit UConn.  I mean, they earned their
way to a Final Four.  I don't think we gave it to them.  I
think they earned it.

Sometimes to have the perspective and think about what
another team has been through I think is really important,
with the injuries they've had, with the way that Coach Geno
adjusted throughout the course of the year, I just credit
them a ton.

I don't know Paige personally, but to see that kid be out for
two years and come back and do this, as much hurt as
we're in, they earned it, and I credit them.  They're just
such a class program.

I told the team in there, what we did this year was
incredibly unique and something I won't ever forget.  I do
think it's important.  Like you guys are on the outside
looking in, and all of a sudden USC explodes on the scene,
and it's not lost on me how hard that is.

I haven't cried yet, but I might now.  Just with all the things
that have been said about JuJu, I need to say this.  This
kid committed to us when we were 12-16.  Once in a while
the belief in me and all that, once in a while her mom would

say are we recruiting this kid, are we recruiting that kid, all
the people she would go to USA Basketball and say I can't
get them to call me back, but we're going to keep trying,
that's where we were.  Now look where we are, right?

So her ability to do that and make that leap and perform
how she has goes so far beyond the tag words that we
use.  In addition to that, my conversations this year with
her, never once about anything personality-wise, behavior: 
You got to treat this person this way, you have to learn this.
 She came in with it.

She's beloved by her teammates, she's a winner.  We talk
about how are you doing in basketball, how are you doing
in life?

I think that's really important to say.  None of it would have
worked without the rest of the team either.  I have returning
players who handled the whole thing great.  I have
McKenzie Forbes and her teammates who came in here
and said, Let's do this together.  I am so proud and grateful
for what this team did.

We are disappointed.  We had our sights on Cleveland.  I
think we've done a lot of celebrating.  I appreciate that.  I
think this team's legacy is forever entrenched in USC
history and I hope women's basketball because it's unique
what we did, and I'm very proud of that.

THE MODERATOR:  We'll take questions for the
student-athletes.

Q.  JuJu, I know it hurts right now, but that was a
pretty incredible game.  There were some really
amazing moments.  As someone who loves basketball,
do you think you can appreciate what a moment that
was tonight for the game?

JUJU WATKINS:  Yeah, I mean, it's definitely great for the
game.  Just these matchups I think will go down in history,
just the tenacity that was out there on the floor tonight in
both games.

I was trying to catch glimpses of the other game when I'm
getting ready.  But it was just a great, great time.  It's a
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great time in women's basketball.  Very exciting.  I'm just
glad I'm able to be a part of it.

Q.  JuJu, obviously hard to put it into perspective right
now.  Looking back on you coming into this program,
recruitment, saying you didn't expect to be here, has
this year fulfilled everything that you wanted when you
were coming into USC?

JUJU WATKINS:  Yeah, I think everything and more.  Of
course, we fell short in the end.  But like Lindsay said, it's
been a great ride.  I have the best teammates in the world. 
Just glad that (tearing up)...

Next question.

Q.  McKenzie, can you speak to what you thought the
difference was in the game.

McKENZIE FORBES:  I don't know exactly.  Obviously look
at the film.  They're a really good team.  You can tell when
you're out there playing them, they know exactly what they
want to get to.  If you guard any single action the wrong
way, if you try to take a shortcut, they capitalize on it.

I think they just capitalized off every one of our mistakes.  I
thought we battled till the end.  But I think they were just
the better team today.

Q.  McKenzie, your last hurrah as a graduate.  How
does it feel to be on such an historic team?

McKENZIE FORBES:  Yeah, like Ju said, it's an amazing
group.  I'm just really grateful to end my career with Coach
G, to be able to kind of rewrite, like, the history of what
USC women's basketball is and can be in the future.

Yeah, just grateful.

Q.  JuJu, what did you think going against Nika?  What
made her such an effective defender today?

JUJU WATKINS:  I would just say the team played great
defense.  I think every time I got past the first line,
somebody was there.  I had to try to find my teammates. 
So that was pretty much it.

Q.  McKenzie, is it for sure, are you done?  Technically
could push for another year.

McKENZIE FORBES:  I'm done.

Q.  McKenzie, you obviously took the Paige matchup
tonight.  What was your mentality going into that? 
How fun was it to play this and go back and forth with

her?

McKENZIE FORBES:  Yeah, she's a great player.  I think
going into it, I was just really focused on, like I said,
guarding every action the right way in terms of, like, if I'm
going over, to go over.  When she gets rid of the ball, get
into her body and make her go the way we want her to go.

I did the best that I could.  Like I said earlier, anytime that
you have a short mental lapse, she capitalized on it.  She's
very good at making reads.  She made tough ones.  I
thought we did the best that we could as a team.

Yeah, a great player.  I have a lot of respect for her.

Q.  JuJu, it's shortly after the game, but is there
anything you can take away from this game and learn
and apply that to your future career at USC?

JUJU WATKINS:  Yeah, I think just coming up short, that
adds a lot of fuel to the fire for the next couple years.  I'm
just excited to go back home and get in the gym now.  I'm
really focused on learning from this season as a whole,
things I can improve on.  Definitely my efficiency and stuff
like that.

But I'm just grateful for this year because I've learned a lot.

Q.  McKenzie, what excites you the most about the
future that USC has with JuJu leading the way?

McKENZIE FORBES:  Yeah, I mean, I told her on the way
here, These people got to deal with you for three more
years.  If I was a coach, would be my worst nightmare.

Just really excited to see her grow.  As incredible as she is,
it's scary because she still can get so much better.

But I think more than how good she is, like, Coach G kind
of alluded to, it's really rare that you get a superstar that
can come in.  She's selfless.  She's mature.  She's a
winner.  She only cares about winning.  She's (expletive)
18 years old.  Sorry.  Excuse my language.

Seriously, I would want to be her teammate every day of
the week.  I truly mean that.  I think this program couldn't
be in better hands than with her (tearing up).

Yeah, I'm just grateful that I got to be a small part of her
journey.  I think SC women's basketball is in great hands.

Q.  JuJu, you did set the single-season freshman
scoring record.  What does that mean?

JUJU WATKINS:  It's definitely an honor.  I mean, of
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course, like I said, not really the terms I would like to end
on, on my season, I mean, I'm just blessed.  This program
has offered me a lot.  I'm so grateful for it.  It's just been a
great season.

The record is great.  Just the moments that I've got to
spend with this team have meant everything to me.  I'm just
excited for next year, yeah.

THE MODERATOR:  McKenzie, JuJu, thank you.

We'll continue with questions for Coach Gottlieb.

Q.  You've coached a lot of great players.  What
separates Paige?  What makes her different?

LINDSAY GOTTLIEB:  I mean, she's really tough to guard
in a lot of ways 'cause of the movement.  They do a
phenomenal job.  He has for so long with all these great
players that he's had.  It's not easy to game plan because
they're on the move a lot.  I think that's a critical piece of it.

I think she's got everything in the arsenal.  Obviously she
can shoot it, pass it.  She's very fluid in transition.  She's
just a tough cover in a lot of ways.

It sounds crazy to say with her numbers, there were times I
thought we really guarded the actions well.  She made
some tough shots.  I think they got us in transition off of
some of our turnovers.

A player like that, you can't let her get anything easy
because she's even going to make the tough ones at
times.  I think that's where we faltered a little bit.

She's just a tough shot-maker and a great all-around
player.

Q.  Emotional time for the team, but as the head coach,
how do you transition the mindset from it's not the
result we wanted to we're back to square one, focus on
next season?

LINDSAY GOTTLIEB:  I mean, I don't think emotion is a
bad thing, right?  You cry or you have emotion because
you care, because you really wanted something.  We came
up short tonight.

I told them in there.  I've coached for a long time.  We did a
lot more celebrating than some teams get to do.  Certainly
the confetti at the Pac-12 tournament was huge.  We're on
the up-rise, right?  So we celebrated the win at Stanford. 
We celebrate a win at home against Colorado or whatever
happened, the UCLA win at home.

We've had a lot of moments like that.  I think I really want
them to feel the emotion.  We've had a lot more joy than
sadness.  This one really hurts.

The way that college athletics is now, we have a lot of
seniors, the seniors go, a new group comes in, we reset
and say, what are our goals?

Obviously now this is going to be the standard.  I hope
we're able to enjoy the moments because we're going to
be so young next year that we're going to be in a different
stratosphere where this is the standard.  That's going to
drive us, and I know we'll respond accordingly.

Q.  You've referred to the Ivy League transfers as the
nerds all year.  What is the lasting effect they've had
on this program?

LINDSAY GOTTLIEB:  I would say all of our seniors, I
know they get the most attention, they have made it an
absolute joy to come to work every day.  We're with this
group, like, 24/7, quite honestly.  To have such incredible
people.  I mean, they were selfless.  They're hoopers. 
They're big-time players.  They're competitors.  I think
everyone in that locker room who had an opportunity to
play with them will be better for it.  I think that's their lasting
impact.

I'm so grateful that I had the opportunity to coach them for
this year.  I know we'll be connected forever after.

Q.  What was the decision-making behind having
McKenzie take on the Paige matchup for most of the
night, especially when Paige got going?  Any thought
of putting JuJu on her?

LINDSAY GOTTLIEB:  I mean, we were supposed to be
switching a little bit more than we did.  At this point of the
season, this type of game, to do a ton of stuff different than
what your go-to defensive schemes are.  We also haven't
played a lot of players like Paige.

The idea was any time she was coming off we were
supposed to switch.  There were times the coverage didn't
go exactly as we had wanted.  Obviously in transition
things were different.  But we started switching all ball
screens at the end, trying to get different bodies on her.

Yeah, I'm sure I'll watch the film and say, Here, there, the
next place we could have done something different.  The
idea was we were supposed to have a lot of different
bodies on her.

Q.  You've talked about how well your team has
stepped up to new situations.  Did it feel like you guys
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were a little rushed today, or was that UConn bringing
it?

LINDSAY GOTTLIEB:  Yeah, I mean, to me, in it, I felt like
it was the game, right?  The actual technical aspects of
what were going on.  They cut so hard, they play so hard,
you have to be at that pace.

In watching it, I think we didn't shoot it as well as we
normally shoot it.  I give UConn a lot of credit for that.  We
haven't been on this stage.  Coach B actually said in the
locker room, to be a champion, you have to beat a
champion.  We had to beat Stanford in the Pac-12
tournament, who is a longtime champion.  That's kind of
ingrained.

Obviously here UConn is a championship team.  I know
they haven't won it the last couple years.  Maybe there's
some learning of what we have to do there of what it takes.

For the most part I felt like this was a really good basketball
game.  They beat us.  Like, they did a little bit better of
what they do than what we do.

I actually thought, when you look at the stat lines, the star
players, the stats are relatively similar.  They got
production from some places that's going to keep me up at
night that wasn't Aaliyah and Paige.  We just didn't get
enough.  We didn't get enough stops.  They went on the
early run in the third, we had to fight back.  We weren't
playing from ahead very long after that first quarter.

Q.  JuJu's first lost of the season, how she was up
there crying with you guys.  I'm sure this loss hurts for
her, too.  How do you think she'll respond from this? 
How do you think this could drive her?

LINDSAY GOTTLIEB:  I mean, I've only ever seen her
respond to anything adverse in incredibly positive ways. 
She works harder than anyone I know.  Her mind is always
in the right place.  She's going to have to take on some
different things, right?  Now it's team, leadership, things
that aren't basketball related.  I'm excited for her to really
walk into everything that's coming for her.  There's no
question in my mind, you give her something adverse,
she's going to use that just to get better.

As Kenzie said, that's a little scary for everyone else.

Q.  You're losing a couple seniors, couple graduates,
but you're bringing in a lot of highly rated players. 
How excited are you about the trajectory of this
program?

LINDSAY GOTTLIEB:  Yeah, I mean, I think that's one of

the things I said to them.  They have completely changed a
narrative about a program.  That's, like, really powerful. 
The way that the country's going to see USC women's
basketball is really different than it was four months ago. 
That's a powerful thing for the group here.

I think their legacy is that they got us somewhere.  Now it's
on all of us to say, What's next?  We're not trying to be a
one-hit wonder.  There's a ton of investment from the
people above me, our administration.  But now the
community is really engaged.  I think the sky's the limit for
where we can go even though it will look different.

I have seven freshmen coming in.  There goes my summer
(smiling).  Coach B says all the time to everyone involved,
We had the Ivys last summer, we all got to go back to work
this summer with a bunch of young kids coming in.

We're super excited about the trajectory of the program. 
We have to keep working.  No one is going to hand
anything to us.  In fact, there will be more of a target on our
back.  But we're really excited about where we're going
from here.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you very much.

LINDSAY GOTTLIEB:  Thank you.
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