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Q.  Shai, you've been a champion for about 45 minutes.
 Does it feel as good as you thought it would feel?

SHAI GILGEOUS-ALEXANDER:  Yeah, feels amazing.  So
much weight off my shoulders.  So much stress relieved. 
No matter what, you go into every night wanting to win. 
Sometimes it just doesn't go your way.  Tonight could have
been one of those nights where we found a way.

So proud of this group.  Wouldn't want to do it with any
other group in the world.  Feels good to be a champion.

Q.  You have some of the most unassuming leaders at
the top.  What is it like to be led by those guys?

SHAI GILGEOUS-ALEXANDER:  Yeah, I'm so happy for
them.  They put in so much work behind the scenes, that
not everybody sees.  Don't always get the credit.  They've
done an amazing job of building an environment, a winning
environment.  It's no fluke why we're here and why we
have so much success and why we've grown so quickly.

Those guys have done a great job of just giving us a
platform to be ourselves and be great, and we did so.

Q.  Shai, it's a real shortlist of guys who have won MVP
and Finals MVP in the same season.  Scoring title. 
Now that you have crossed the finish line, are you able
to wrap your head around that historic company that
you've joined?

SHAI GILGEOUS-ALEXANDER:  Yeah, it's hard to believe
that I'm part of that group.  It's hard to even fathom that I'm
that type of basketball player sometimes.

As a kid, you dream.  Every kid dreams.  But you don't ever
really know if it's going to come true.  I'm just glad and
happy that my dreams have been able to come true. 
That's a "thank you" to everyone that's been in my corner
that helped me get there.  Wouldn't have been able to get

here without them.  They know who they are.

Yeah, it's a win for the family.

Q.  Obviously you faced some elimination games
throughout this Playoff run.  How did you push
through such moments at such a young age here?

SHAI GILGEOUS-ALEXANDER:  We prioritize winning. 
We don't prioritize anything else in this game.  We want to
win and we want to win on the highest level.  That looks
like something new every night, every opponent, every
arena.  That's all we focused on this whole season, no
matter if it was Game 1, Game 45, Game 105.  We
prioritized winning.  Because we did so, we won on the
highest level.

Q.  Obviously you had the moment with Haliburton
after his injury.  What can you say about the
competitor?  What did you say to him?

SHAI GILGEOUS-ALEXANDER:  Yeah, I just asked him if
he was all right.  Seemed like he was in pain.

You just hate to see it in sports in general, but in this
moment, my heart dropped for him.  I couldn't imagine
playing the biggest game of my life and something like that
happening.  It's not fair.  But competition isn't fair
sometimes.

Yeah, I just felt so bad for him.  Just asked if he was okay. 
Obviously, he wasn't.  Prayers go out to him, for sure.  Hell
of a player.  Future is bright.  That team is going to be
really good for a long time.  Yeah, impressive team,
impressive player.  Wish him the best of luck.

Q.  You had so many big moments throughout the
series.  Where does your late-game composure come
from?  Is that something you felt like happened when
you were younger or when you were older?

SHAI GILGEOUS-ALEXANDER:  Yeah, it's something that
I definitely got as I've gotten older.  Coaches worked with
me on that a lot over the past three, three or four years,
just as the group has continued to grow.  Something that I
still can be better at.
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But yeah, it's an emphasis of mine.  Those are the minutes,
those are the moments when the best players, the biggest
stars, the superstars, Hall of Fame players, make their
name.  I want to have that name, I want to have those titles
attached to my name.  Those moments are very important
to me and I try to excel at them, for sure.

Q.  You're only 20 minutes removed from winning, but
has the realization hit you yet that you guys might be
here for a while, competing for a few of these things?

SHAI GILGEOUS-ALEXANDER:  Yeah, like you said, I
haven't even thought that far ahead.  But yeah, we
definitely still have room to grow.  That's the fun part of
this.  So many of us can still get better.  There's not very
many of us on the team that are 'in our prime' or even
close to it.

We have a lot to grow, individually and as a group.  I'm
excited for the future of this team.  This is a great start, for
sure.  I'm really excited for this team.  Couldn't have
imagined it any other way.

Q.  You talk about the history that you personally
made.  The team also had an historic season.  How
much pride, what stock do you put in not just the
championship but the way you played all season?

SHAI GILGEOUS-ALEXANDER:  Yeah, it was impressive. 
But I think the most impressive part is, like, the group that
did it.  Our togetherness on and off the court, like how
much fun we have, it made it so much easier.  It made it
feel like we were just kids playing basketball.  It was so fun.

All the achievements and accolades and things, like, they
don't even come close to the satisfaction of winning with
your brothers and people that you are so close to and want
to succeed just as much as you want yourself to succeed. 
That's been the most impressive and fun part of it, just to
know that I have 15 brothers that I just experienced a
once-in-a-lifetime experience with.  I'll never forget them,
they'll never forget me.

Q.  You've mentioned how much fatherhood means to
you.  When your little one gets older, what will you tell
them about the sacrifices it takes to reach such
heights?

SHAI GILGEOUS-ALEXANDER:  You're going to have to
sacrifice.  But ultimately it's your choice, it's your life.  If you
want something, go get it.  You can, if you want it.  It's that
simple.

You might not always get the results you want, but all you

can control is going after it and giving it your all and see
where that takes you.  That's all I did.

Q.  What does it mean, how much sweeter does it
make it to get through all the adversity and be in it for
the long haul?

SHAI GILGEOUS-ALEXANDER:  Feels great.  Just goes
to show, like, when you prioritize the right things, when you
have good intentions, good people around you, anything's
possible.

Throughout this whole process, Sam has done a really
good job of just, like, being honest and upfront, not only
myself but the rest of the group.  Two years, three years
ago, he came into the room and said, I think this is just
when Chet got hurt in the summertime, he was like, all the
noises that we're going to take again because Chet got
hurt.  He said, our destiny is what we make it, no one else
can control that.

That message stuck with me ever since that.  We can do
whatever we want to do out there.  Just like how we've all
got to the NBA, no matter what anybody says, who is hurt
or who is not.  I think that talk stuck in my head, I think a
few of the other guys as well.  It's a big part of why we're
here.

Q.  You had 12 assists today.  Your Playoff career high.
 How much pride do you take in that?  How important
do you think that was?

SHAI GILGEOUS-ALEXANDER:  Yeah, coming off of
Game 6, I obviously had a lot more turnovers than assists. 
That's not a recipe for a win.  I wanted to do whatever it
took tonight to get a win.  Whether that was me playing in
space or it was them not letting me play in space, some of
my teammates are open, just trying to make the right
basketball play.  Just do whatever it takes to win at the end
of the night.  I got enough done.
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